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Workshop Set for Khmer Rouge Trials in Cambodia 

The Asian International Justice Initiative (‘AIJI’), a collaboration between the East-West Center, 

Hawaii and the War Crimes Studies Center at the University of California, Berkeley will hold a 

week-long workshop in international criminal law for Cambodian lawyers. The workshop will be 

held March 26 through 30 in Phnom Penh.  

 Working with the Bar Association of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the Defense Support 

Section of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (‘ECCC’), the AIJI workshop 

will primarily provide Cambodian defense counsel with the opportunity to focus on the key legal 

issues likely to play a central role in the upcoming trials. This will include an intensive overview 

of the international crimes contained in the ECCC Law, including crimes against humanity (such 

as murder, extermination, forced labor and deportation, and sexual violence) as well as genocide. 

The format, developed by the AIJI in close collaboration with the Principal Defender of the 

ECCC, Rupert Skilbeck, will be interactive and conducted in seminar style, in order to ensure 

participation from all parties and to foster a close working relationship between the faculty and 

participants.  

David Cohen, director of the War Crimes Studies Center and the AIJI and EWC adjunct senior 

fellow, will chair the workshop. He will be joined by a distinguished international faculty of 

individuals with significant experience at other ‘hybrid’ national/international tribunals. Among 

those joining Cohen are Alan Gutman, former defense counsel at the Special Panel for Serious 

Crimes in East Timor; and Chief Justice of the Massachusetts State Court of Appeals and former 

Coordinating Judge at the Special Panels, Phillip Rapoza.  

A workshop for the Khmer Rouge trials’ prosecution teams will be conducted by the AIJI in 

August.  

Funding for the workshop comes from a grant to the East-West Center from the British Embassy 

in Phnom Penh.  

 The EAST-WEST CENTER is an education and research organization established by the U.S. 

Congress in 1960 to strengthen relations and understanding among the peoples and nations of 

Asia, the Pacific, and the United States. The Center contributes to a peaceful, prosperous and 

just Asia Pacific community by serving as a vigorous hub for cooperative research, education 

and dialogue on critical issues of common concern to the Asia Pacific region and the United 

States. Funding for the Center comes from the U.S. government, with additional support 

provided by private agencies, individuals, foundations, corporations, and the governments of the 

region 
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