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In the latest twist in the case against the Congolese warlord Thomas Lubanga, appeals judges at the International Criminal Court in The Hague ruled on Friday that Mr. Lubanga could not be released and that his war crimes trial, halted in July by a lower court ruling, must continue. The trial has been bogged down in disputes between the prosecutors and the bench. The lower court had ruled that Mr. Lubanga could not get a fair trial because the prosecution was refusing to hand over information to the defense, but the appeals judges called that too “drastic” a measure. Mr. Lubanga, an ethnic Hema, had pleaded not guilty to charges of enlisting and conscripting children under 15 to his Union of Congolese Patriots to kill members of the rival Lendu tribe in Congo’s 1998-2003 war.

A version of this brief appeared in print on October 9, 2010, on page A6 of the New York edition.
Copyright 2010 The New York Times Company
