Congo: Amnesty Passed for Illegal Armed Groups

By REUTERS

May 8, 2009

Lawmakers in the Democratic Republic of Congo passed a law creating an amnesty for nearly two dozen illegal armed groups as part of a peace deal meant to end fighting in the violence-ravaged east. The law, which pardons acts of war and insurgency and was passed late on Wednesday, applies to homegrown rebels and militias in North and South Kivu Provinces, where one million people have been displaced by fighting since late 2006. “We want to open new paths to peace in our country,” Lambert Mende, the information minister, said Thursday. Mr. Mende said the renegade general Laurent Nkunda, the founder of the Tutsi-dominated National Congress for the Defense of the People, would not be included in the amnesty. Mr. Nkunda is accused of committing war crimes.
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