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	Highlights of our recent activities and ongoing programs:

+ The Shwe Natural Gas Pipeline in Burma: Human Rights Violations Increase as Project Moves Forward
+ UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights visits Burma, Condemns Abuses by Junta


The Shwe Natural Gas Pipeline in Burma: Human Rights Violations Increase as Project Moves Forward

EarthRights International (ERI) has confirmed that serious human rights abuses have increased in connection to the multi-billion dollar Shwe natural gas pipeline project in military-ruled Burma, including recent reports of land confiscation on Maday Island. Compensation for local villagers on the island was reportedly promised by the Burmese authorities and the Asia World Company (whose Managing Director is on the United States sanctions blacklist), a Burmese conglomerate providing services related to the construction of the Shwe project. To date, no compensation has been provided. South Korea's Daewoo International is leading the consortium developing the project, which includes two state-owned Indian companies (ONGC Videsh and GAIL), and KOGAS, a state-owned Korean company, while China National Petroleum Corporation will lead another consortium, which includes Daewoo and other Shwe Gas companies, in operating the cross country gas pipeline to China. Read more.



UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights visits Burma, Condemns Abuses by Junta

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Burma, Tomas Ojea Quintana, led a high-level delegation on a scheduled 5-day visit to the military-ruled country in January, meeting with political prisoners, military junta officials, and others. Quintana was prohibited from visiting imprisoned Nobel laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and junta officials repeatedly denied to him that there are any prisoners of conscience in the country, according to news reports. On the eve of his visit to Burma, ERI briefed Mr. Quintana and his esteemed delegation on specific human rights impacts of large-scale development projects in Burma. His report to the UN Human Rights Council is expected in a matter of days. 
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