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News Update 

Burma/Myanmar

Burmese National League for Democracy (NLD) announced a boycott of the upcoming election in the fall 2010.  NLD leader and former Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi is barred from the election under the new laws passed by the current government.  The current law excludes political prisoners (thousands of activists, including Suu Kyi), civil servants and members of religious orders from political participation. The new election law has been criticized by the US, UK, and the UN.  Refugee camps still exist along borders and people are fleeing repression, despite the problems they face in refugee camps in neighboring countries.  For instance, the government in Bangladesh has not allowed registration of new refugees since 1993.  Only 28,000 refugees have been documented as refugees and they receive food and other assistance.  The rest of Burmese refugees in Bangladesh have no access to education, any government services, or any legal standing.  They are forced to work illegally as laborers to survive. Doctors Without Borders reports treating patients for machete wounds, rape and beating wounds in the last several months.   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8592365.stm 

http://www.genocideintervention.net/genocide_monitor/genocide_monitor_apr_2_2010 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/21/world/asia/21bangladesh.html?th&emc=th 

Congo 

Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) attacks on civilians along the stretch of the Sudan-Congo border are not random acts of violence, but rather a strategic slaughter, according to BBC’s Martin Plaut.  Humanitarian agencies report that the rebels have slaughtered over 1600 Congolese civilians and abducted more than 2500 people since September 2008.  A large-scale massacre was carried out December 2009; at least 321 people were killed by LRA forces over four days.  The most recent attack by the LRA was carried out in March and left 11 civilians and 8 troops dead.   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7885885.stm 

http://www.genocideintervention.net/genocide_monitor/genocide_monitor_apr_2_2010 

http://www.mg.co.za/article/2010-03-28-stench-of-death-confirms-resurgence-lords-resistance-army 

Sudan 

Genocide Intervention Network reports that the inter-tribal violence in South Sudan has been on the rise, with more than 70 incidents since January 2010, in comparison to 102 incidents during all of 2009.  The election occurring this week is the first multi-party election since 1986.  However, twelve opposition parties (the SPLM among them) announced a boycott of the upcoming election, saying that the electoral process is being manipulated in favor of  Omar al-Bashir’s National Congress Party.  Mr. Omar al-Bashir is the first sitting head of state ever indicted by the International Criminal Court for the crimes against humanity and war crimes in Darfur.  

http://www.genocideintervention.net/genocide_monitor/genocide_monitor_apr_2_2010 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8599567.stm 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC/Situations+and+Cases/Situations/Situation+ICC+0205/ 

   

Legislative Update 

S.1067: Uganda/DR Congo Region
Title: Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act of 2009. 

Summary: Directs the President to submit to Congress a regional strategy to guide U.S. support for multilateral efforts to eliminate the threat to civilians and regional stability posed by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and to enforce the rule of law and ensure full humanitarian access in LRA-affected areas. Authorizes the President to provide additional assistance to respond to the humanitarian needs of populations the Democratic Republic of Congo, southern Sudan, and Central African Republic affected by LRA activity. 

Sponsor: Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced 5/19/2009) Cosponsors (64) 
Related Bills: H.R.2478 
Latest Major Action: 3/11/2010 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

S.RES.404: Sudan
Title: A resolution supporting full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and other efforts to promote peace and stability in Sudan, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced 2/1/2010) Cosponsors (21) 
Latest Major Action: 3/4/2010 Passed/agreed to in Senate. Status: Resolution agreed to in Senate without amendment and with a preamble by Unanimous Consent. 

H.RES.1088: East Africa
Title: Recognizing the plight of people with albinism in East Africa and condemning their murder and mutilation. 
Sponsor: Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. "Gerry" [VA-11] (introduced 2/22/2010) Cosponsors (37) 
Latest Major Action: 3/10/2010 Passed/agreed to in House. Status: On motion to suspend the rules and agree to the resolution, as amended Agreed to by the Yeas and Nays: (2/3 required): 418 - 1 (Roll no. 96). 

http://thomas.loc.gov/
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