February 7, 2008

Algeria Says It Killed Rebel Leader and Seized 6 in His Gang 

By REUTERS

ALGIERS (Reuters) — Algerian security forces have killed a rebel leader and arrested six of his associates who are suspected of involvement in a twin bombing of a court building and United Nations offices in Algiers and an attack on foreign oil workers, the Interior Ministry said Wednesday.

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, a militant group that has sworn allegiance to Al Qaeda, has said it was behind the double suicide bombing on Dec. 11 that killed 41 people, including 17 United Nations staff members.

It has also claimed responsibility for a 2006 attack near Algiers on a bus carrying employees of Brown & Root — Condor, a joint venture of the Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg, Brown & Root and Condor engineering, an affiliate of the state energy group. 

That attack killed the Algerian driver and wounded nine people, including four Britons and an American.

The ministry said the mastermind of the attacks was killed by security forces on Jan. 28 in Boumerdès, east of Algiers. It identified him as Abderrahmane Bouzegza and said he was the chief of a militant gang called El Farouk. The gang is part of Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb.

It gave no details as to the date of the arrest of Mr. Bouzegza’s associates but said the six were handed over to Algerian officials on Wednesday. It said three of them were building contractors, one a computer scientist at Brown & Root — Condor, one an employee at a real estate company and one a deliveryman.

It said the six were pushed to get involved in the attacks through manipulation and financial incentives.

The attack on the United Nations offices in Algiers has prompted the organization to appoint a panel to investigate security conditions at United Nations offices worldwide. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday chose an Algerian diplomat, Lakhdar Brahimi, to lead it.

Algeria is emerging from more than a decade of conflict that began when the military-backed government scrapped 1992 legislative elections that a radical Islamic party had been expected to win.
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