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Serb’s Extradition Is Challenged Over Arrest Details 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

BELGRADE, Serbia — A Serbian prosecutor interviewed Radovan Karadzic, the former Bosnian Serb leader, on Friday about details of his arrest, Mr. Karadzic’s lawyer said. The interview was in response to a legal challenge to extraditing Mr. Karadzic to the United Nations war crimes tribunal on charges of genocide, the lawyer said.

Mr. Karadzic was a fugitive for more than a decade before he was arrested. Though the government says that he was arrested Monday, Mr. Karadzic’s lawyer, Svetozar Vujacic, maintains that he was apprehended last week and held incommunicado by unknown kidnappers for three days.

Mr. Vujacic has filed a lawsuit against Mr. Karadzic’s supposed abductors. The lawyer said that in response, a prosecutor spoke to Mr. Karadzic about the suit’s contentions for more than an hour on Friday. Ivana Ramic, a Serbian court spokeswoman, said “all important circumstances” are being taken into account in the extradition procedure.

Mr. Karadzic had until midnight on Friday to lodge a formal appeal against being turned over to the war crimes tribunal in The Hague, Ms. Ramic said. He is charged with genocide in the murder of nearly 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys in 1995.

Once the Serb court receives the appeal, a panel of judges will meet to make a decision on it, Ms. Ramic explained. Their decision will be transmitted to the Serbian government, which issues the final extradition order.

Mr. Vujacic said Friday that he planned to mail the appeal five minutes before post offices closed at 8 p.m., in a move to delay Mr. Karadzic’s extradition. He predicted that extradition would not take place before Wednesday.

Mr. Vujacic said the appeal could be mailed from any post office in Serbia. ”All those waiting for me to show up will be disappointed,” he said. “Any of my assistants or couriers can mail it.” The Serbian state news agency, Tanjug, quoted him as saying that this minuet was part of his defense strategy.

The lawyer could not be reached for comment after the post offices closed. 

Mr. Vujacic confirmed expectations that his client planned to represent himself in his defense against the United Nations genocide charges, just as his mentor, Slobodan Milosevic, the former Yugoslav president, had done. Mr. Milosevic died in 2006 while on trial for genocide.

Several hundred Serbian nationalists, chanting Mr. Karadzic’s name and denouncing President Boris Tadic, marched Friday for the third straight day of protests in downtown Belgrade. They scuffled briefly with riot police officers and hurled burning torches at the Belgrade City Council building. 

Vjerica Radeta, a ranking official and lawmaker from the Serbian Radical Party, publicly warned Mr. Tadic that he might meet a fate similar to Zoran Djindjic, the Serbian reformist prime minister who was assassinated in Belgrade in 2003 by nationalists opposed to his role in extraditing Mr. Milosevic to The Hague.

“We remind Tadic that treason has never been forgiven in Serbia,” Ms. Radeta said. “Every traitor in Serbian history has met with damnation.”

More possible details on Mr. Karadzic’s nearly 13 years in hiding emerged on Friday.

Col. Rudolf Golia of the Austrian police said that while searching an apartment in Vienna for a murder suspect last year, antiterrorism units came upon a man who looked exactly like the figure Mr. Karadzic assumed in hiding. The man was not connected to the killing and was released without being fingerprinted.

An Austrian newspaper reported that Mr. Karadzic had worked in Vienna as a “miracle healer,” seeing patients in homes of Serbians living there. The newspaper, Kurier, quoted a married couple who said they sought his services after trying in vain to have children. That encounter occurred in mid-2006.

As a fugitive, Mr. Karadzic assumed the identity of Dragan Dabic. 

A Serbian government official, Rasim Ljajic, said that the genuine Dragan Dabic is a 66-year-old construction worker from Ruma, a town northwest of Belgrade. He said Mr. Dabic’s identification differed from Mr. Karadzic’s “only in the photographs.”
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