July 9, 2009

Tribunal Says Bosnian Serb’s Trial Must Proceed 

By MARLISE SIMONS
PARIS — Radovan Karadzic’s persistent efforts to claim immunity from war crimes prosecution have run into an important obstacle: a 30-page ruling issued Wednesday in which the judges dealing with his case said that his trial must go ahead. 

They said that whatever promise or deal Mr. Karadzic believed he had been offered by an American envoy years ago would not be binding before the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague.

The decision is expected to clear the way for the trial of Mr. Karadzic, the former Bosnian Serb leader, who was arrested in July 2008 after spending years in hiding. At the court, he faces charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, and his indictment accuses him of bearing responsibility for atrocities during the 1992-1995 Bosnian war, including the bloody three-year siege of the city of Sarajevo and the killing of 8,000 prisoners in Srebrenica.

Since his arrival in The Hague, Mr. Karadzic and his legal team have fired off a hail of motions, a number of them dealing with his claim that Richard C. Holbrooke, the American diplomat who helped negotiate peace in the Balkans, assured him in 1996 that he would not be pursued by The Hague’s prosecutors if he left politics. Mr. Karadzic claims to have a number of witnesses to the agreement.

Two former American officials have said that Mr. Holbrooke did make such a promise orally, which was passed on to Mr. Karadzic through intermediaries. Mr. Holbrooke, now the Obama administration’s special envoy to Pakistan and Afghanistan, has repeatedly denied any such deal and has been backed up by another American official.

The judges specifically discarded Mr. Karadzic’s claim that Mr. Holbrooke had been acting with the backing of the United Nations Security Council. On the contrary, they said, the Council, which created the tribunal in The Hague, passed a number of resolutions after 1996 demanding Mr. Karadzic’s arrest.

Lawyers for Mr. Karadzic said he was likely to appeal. The court has said it expects the trial to start in September. 
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