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THE HAGUE (Reuters) - Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic could go on trial as early as October 19 for war crimes and crimes against humanity, the pre-trial judge of the tribunal overseeing his case said on Tuesday. 

Karadzic, the most prominent figure being prosecuted for crimes during the 1992-95 Bosnian war, was captured just over a year ago after 11 years on the run, and is representing himself. 

Judge O-Gon Kwon proposed a start date of October 19 at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague, assuming that all pending filings are resolved by then. 

Karadzic faces 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including two charges of genocide over the 43-month siege of Sarajevo and the 1995 massacre of 8,000 Muslims at Srebrenica. 

Last week he asked for the trial to be delayed by at least 10 months to give him time to prepare his case and in court on Monday strongly objected to the judge's decision. 

"I cannot be ready for the beginning of the trial. Should I embark on a trial that I am not ready for?" Karadzic said. 

"I cannot be prepared. This is not an average trial. This is the most complicated and most voluminous trial in this tribunal ... I ask that you revisit this issue ... I ask that you reconsider the issue and make a new ruling." 

Kwon replied: "This has been ruled and I will not revisit this issue again." He said Karadzic had already had time in custody to prepare for trial. 

Kwon scheduled another pre-trial conference for October 6. 

TRIAL LIKELY TO END IN 2012 

The trial should take no more than two and a half years, allowing a year each for prosecution and defense, as well as other proceedings. The "worst-case scenario" would be three years, the judge said. 

After being asked to try to streamline their case, prosecutors said last week they would reduce the number of locations to be mentioned in evidence and cut their witness list by more than a quarter. 

But Kwon on Monday detailed several more areas for prosecutors to cut. 

The U.N. tribunal wants to avoid a lengthy trial like that of former Yugoslavian President Slobodan Milosevic. It lasted for four years and heard evidence from nearly 300 witnesses before Milosevic died in 2006 with the case unfinished. 

Apart from Karadzic the only other high-profile suspect still at large is his military leader Ratko Mladic, who also faces charges related to the Srebrenica massacre and siege of Sarajevo. 
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