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BELGRADE, Dec. 15 (AFP) -- Serbia's war crimes prosecutor Vladimir Vukcevic on Tuesday praised the UN tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in helping the country face the atrocities committed during the 1990s. 
 
His remarks were in contrast to a recent survey, in which more than two-thirds of Serbs questioned voiced a negative opinion of the court. 
 
Vukcevic praised the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) for helping Serbia deal with the weight of its past and leading "society towards reconciliation". 
 
More than 130,000 people were killed and several million others displaced throughout the former Yugoslavia during the wars in the 1990s. 
 
The conflicts were marked by some of the worst atrocities in Europe since World War II, including the 1995 genocide in Srebrenica, when Bosnian Serb forces killed some 8,000 Muslim men and boys. 
 
The Serbian prosecutor said the court had "really contributed to strengthening Serbia's capacity to process war crimes and taken part in creating a political space in Serbia to deal with the burden of war crimes." 
 
"Thanks to the ICTY the national judiciary in Serbia has been encouraged to deal with war crimes," Vukcevic told a meeting of Serbian prosecutors attended by the ICTY chief prosecutor Serge Brammertz. 
 
Serbia's relationship with the ICTY has improved since last year's arrest of one of the top fugitives, Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic. 
 
But it is still strained by Belgrade's failure to track down and arrest two remaining suspects, Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic. 
 
Brammertz said he trusted that the local authorities were doing their best to find Mladic, a former Bosnian Serb military chief wanted for the 1995 Srebrenica genocide, and Hadzic, a Croatian Serb wartime political leader. 
 
Vukcevic's remarks came a week after a poll showed that more than two-thirds of Serbs have an unfavourable opinion of the ICTY's role. 
 
Of the 1,400 people questioned between April and June, 44 percent said their idea of the job done by the Hague-based ICTY was "very negative" while 28 percent said it was "rather negative." 
 
Only 14 percent spoke positively about the court. 
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