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After more than twenty hours, Radovan Karadzic has completed the cross-examination of American historian Robert Donia.

Karadzic characterised Donia's testimony as unprofessional, biased and political, and at the end of the hearing he asked the Trial Chamber for another 19 hours to cross-examine Donia or to "fully discard" his testimony "as generalized". The Court rejected this request.

"You would like me to say that Serbs are as pure as snow and victims of aggressive behavior of others. I certainly did not speak in the way you want me to. At this moment I do not have an intention to change my report," Donia said. Donia compiled a report on the strategic goals of Bosnian Serbs during the course of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Donia began his testimony on May 31 this year as a Prosecution witness at the trial of Radovan Karadzic, former President of Republika Srpska, who is charged with genocide committed in Srebrenica in 1995 and seven other municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1992, as well as crimes against humanity, the shelling and sniper campaign in Sarajevo and violation of the laws and customs of war, from 1992 to 1995.

Responding to the indictee's questions during cross-examination on the activities of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, ABiH, in Sarajevo, Donia said he knew that operational ABiH staff "were hiding gunpowder in oxygen containers taken from the hospital for months" and that soldiers were armed with guns sent from Islamic countries.

"Many Serbs left Sarajevo with the increase of shelling and sniper fire, while some Serbs were killed by paramilitary groups in Sarajevo. For instance, paramilitary groups captured and killed a certain number of Serb civilians in Pofalicka Street," Donia said.

When asked by Karadzic whether "the Patriotic League" had 120,000 armed members prior to April 1992, Donia could not give an answer, but he said that "the number of paramilitary soldiers was inflated over time".

Questioning the witness about the beginning of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Karadzic said that armed forces came from Croatia to Bosanski brod on March 25 and 26, 1992 and killed a certain number of Serb civilians in the town and Sijekovac.

"I am not sure if this was a unit or a column of people, but I certainly know about the events that took place in Sijekovac. You are absolutely right. It was a brutal massacre. The event disturbed the political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina to a large extent," Donia said.

Donia said that members of the Serb Democratic Party, SDS, led by Karadzic, "stopped participating in the work of joint institutions of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina" at the beginning of 1992.

"You asked me whether you worked together and cooperated with the others in January 1992. According to my interpretation, although the SDS members mainly stayed in the government bodies - the Presidency and the Bosnia Assembly, they did not continue to work together and cooperate with members of other ethnic groups," the witness said.

The next hearing is due to take place on June 15 this year, when military expert Richard Phillips will begin his testimony and speak about the structure and organization of the Romanija Corps with the Republika Srpska Army.
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