	Chief of personnel removed from KRouge court 


	Wednesday, 13 August 2008 

	The Cambodian chief of personnel at the UN-backed Khmer Rouge tribunal has left his post, a spokesman said yesterday, as financial woes and corruption claims continue to cloud the court.
Keo Thyvuth was removed from his office on Monday, tribunal spokesman Reach Sambath said, days after the UN Development Programme (UNDP) said new allegations of kickbacks at the tribunal had emerged.
"He was transferred back to the Council of Ministers," Reach Sambath said, but declined to give any further details.
Helen Jarvis, spokeswoman for the Cambodian-administered side of the tribunal, said it was a routine rotation.
"It is not unusual for civil servants to move around from time to time, and we should note that the UN side has replaced many of its staff in the past," she said in an email.
The UNDP said last week that fresh claims of kickbacks on the Cambodian side of the court arose in late June, forcing international donors to withhold funding for July, including salaries for tribunal staff.
Jarvis previously said that 300,000 dollars in July salary for Cambodian staff had not been paid yet.
The court is currently preparing for its first trial, set to begin in September with proceedings against Kaing Guek Eav, also know as "Duch", who ran a notorious torture centre in Phnom Penh.
International backers have appeared hesitant to pledge more money to the court after previous allegations of political interference and mismanagement, including that Cambodian staff paid money in exchange for their jobs.
But court officials have said last year's allegations were "unspecific, unsourced and unsubstantiated."
The tribunal still faces a 43.8-million-dollar funding shortfall, and officials travelled to New York in June to petition UN members for more funds.
Up to two million people died of starvation, overwork and execution as the communist Khmer Rouge dismantled modern Cambodian society in a bid to forge an agrarian utopia during its 1975-1979 rule.
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