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Phnom Penh - Japanese funds would pay Cambodian staff of the Cambodian Khmer Rouge tribunal who have gone without pay because of a corruption dispute since June, a senior spokesperson for the UN side of the tribunal said Wednesday. 

'The 250 Cambodian staff who have gone without pay since June should be paid within two days,' the spokesperson, who asked not to be named, said. The frozen funds amounted to about 700,000 dollars. 

'You can see from the indictment Tuesday that the court is going on and there are no delays over these allegations,' the spokesperson said. 

On Tuesday the court announced the indictment of Kaing Guek Eav, 66, also known as Duch, for crimes against humanity and war crimes - the first indictment since the court began operations in earnest three years ago. 

Despite the arrests of five senior former leaders last year, the joint UN-Cambodian Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia has been beset with allegations of corruption and kickbacks since 2006. 

The spokesperson said those were side issues and would not affect the workings of the court. 

'To indict Duch is a huge breakthrough after a lot of work. And what the United Nations Development Programme decides is secondary to bringing justice to the victims,' they said. 

Up to 2 million Cambodians died during the 1975-79 Democratic Kampuchea regime of the Khmer Rouge. Supreme leader Pol Pot died in 1998. 

'We have no news on when investigations into other issues will finish, but the court will continue no matter what,' the spokesperson said. 
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