Khmer Rouge leader denied prison release
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Investigating judges at Cambodia's UN-backed genocide court have refused to release former Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Samphan, nearly a year after he was arrested.

The 77-year-old former head of state stands charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity for his alleged role during the regime's brutal rule from 1975 to 1979.

His lawyers last month asked investigating judges Marcel Lemonde and You Bunleng not to renew his detention when it expires on November 19, on the grounds that there was not enough evidence to keep him in jail.
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