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There may be good reasons why there should not be additional Khmer Rouge trials; however, there is little evidence to support Prime Minister Hun Sen’s recently expressed concern that additional ECCC prosecutions would lead to a resurgence of war in Cambodia. National reconciliation is a legitimate factor for the Pre-Trial Chamber to consider in deciding the dispute between the Co-Prosecutors about whether or not to request the investigation of five more Khmer Rouge leaders. However, to all appearances, national reconciliation would be best served by a greater number of prosecutions.
 
The ECCC Co-Investigating Judges and Pre-Trial Chamber have repeatedly referred to public order concerns, among other factors, in deciding that the five persons currently charged by the Court should remain in pre-trial detention. Nevertheless, they have been unable to point to any concrete evidence that public order is at risk. Indeed, judicial proceedings before the ECCC have already commenced without incident, making it unlikely that a handful of additional investigations would suddenly produce unrest.  Significantly, a recent survey by the Documentation Center of Cambodia, A Thousand Voices: Questions on Additional Prosecutions as Proposed by the Co-Prosecutors of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), found that of the over 1000 Cambodians surveyed, over half did not believe that the investigation of additional suspects by the ECCC would result in public disorder or violence. Perhaps most importantly, there is every indication that the Cambodian Government has both the authority and the means to quell any disturbances that might arise.
National reconciliation is not defined solely by the absence of violence; it also includes the right of victims to know the “whole story” about what happened and who is responsible ─ a consideration that has been cited frequently by international prosecutors in explaining their selection of accused.  For instance, the International Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda have highlighted the importance of creating a complete narrative to “shed light” on past atrocities.  
 
Genuine national reconciliation requires coming to terms with the past ─ a process that first requires knowing and understanding that past.  After the reading of the Duch indictment on Monday, Professor Alex Hinton of Rutgers University's Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights noted that it “set[s] out in more detail than ever before the atrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge and [i]s a critical historical record.” Additional investigations by the ECCC would likewise to contribute to a more complete understanding of the crimes committed during the Democratic Kampuchea period and make an important contribution to the ongoing process of Cambodian national reconciliation.
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