February 15, 2008

China Rejects Darfur Criticism 

By DAVID LAGUE

BEIJING — China has dismissed Steven Spielberg’s move to link the Olympic Games with Chinese policies in Sudan, saying Thursday that sports and politics should be kept separate.

Mr. Spielberg said Tuesday that he was withdrawing from his role as the Games’ artistic adviser because he believed that Beijing had failed to use its influence to end the humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan.

Chinese officials disputed that, and said the Games would be a success despite the director’s decision to step down. 

“The Chinese government has made unremitting efforts to resolve the Darfur issue, an obvious fact to the international community, which holds unprejudiced opinions on this issue,” the Games’ organizing committee said in a statement.

“Linking the Darfur issue to the Olympic Games will not help to resolve this issue and is not in line with the Olympic spirit, which separates sports from politics.”

A Foreign Ministry spokesman, Liu Jianchao, said there were “ulterior motives” behind efforts to link Sudan with the Games. 

While the ruling Communist Party could reap considerable prestige from staging a successful Olympics, it is also expected to come under pressure from human rights advocates while it is under the international spotlight. 

In a statement sent to the Chinese ambassador in Washington and the Beijing Olympic Committee, Mr. Spielberg said his “conscience will not allow me to continue with business as usual.”

While not blaming China for the suffering, the director said Beijing should be using its influence to push for change.
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