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China invokes Panchen Lama 

 BEIJING, Mar 17 (AFP) -- A Tibetan spiritual leader picked by 

China's rulers condemned Sunday what he termed "lawless riots" 

in his homeland, saying a tiny minority was to blame, according to 

the Chinese state-run press. 

 "The rioters' acts not only harmed the interests of the nation and 

the people, but also violated the aim of Buddhism," the Panchen Lama 

said, according to Xinhua news agency. 

 The 18-year-old Panchen Lama, nominally Tibet's second highest 

spiritual leader after the Dalai Lama, was speaking two days after violence in Lhasa that left at least 10 people dead. 

 "We resolutely oppose all activities to split the country and undermine ethnic unity," he said. "We strongly condemn the crime of a tiny number 

of people to hurt the lives and properties of the people," he added, 

using language steeped in vocabulary favored by Chinese government propaganda departments. 

 He said he hoped the situation in Lhasa could calm down soon, 

and that "peace and stability would return to the people and the Buddhist followers," according to Xinhua. 

 The Chinese government enthroned the current 11th Panchen Lama in 1995, rejecting another boy that had been selected by the exiled Dalai Lama, Tibetan Buddhism's highest spiritual authority. 

 The esoteric enthronement ritual is part of a Tibetan Buddhist tradition where youths that pass certain religious tests are selected as the reincarnation of previously departed spiritual leaders. 

 The Dalai Lama's choice for the 11th Panchen Lama, Gedhun Choekyi 

Nyima, disappeared from public view in 1995 aged six and is believed 

to have been under a form of house arrest ever since.
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