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China Sentences an Advocate of Land Rights to Five Years 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING (AP) — A Chinese advocate for land rights was sentenced Monday to five years in prison and then given shocks with electric batons during a scuffle between his family and the police, his lawyer said.

The advocate, Yang Chunlin, had gathered more than 10,000 signatures for an open letter titled “We want human rights, not the Olympics.” Most of the signatures came from farmers demanding redress for land taken from them by officials for development.

Mr. Yang, a former factory worker, was convicted of subverting the power of the state, a charge that authorities commonly use to clamp down on dissidents. 

Family members tried to talk to Mr. Yang as he was escorted from the courtroom in Jiamusi, in Heilongjiang Province, but the police pushed his son to the ground, said his lawyer, Li Fangping. When Mr. Yang tried to intervene, he was repeatedly shocked with electric batons, the lawyer said.

Mr. Yang, 54, has maintained his innocence and called the legal proceedings against him illegal because freedom of speech is supposed to be guaranteed in China, his lawyer said.

Property disputes and illegal land grabs have accelerated as China’s economy expands and farmland is gobbled up for industrial parks and skyscrapers.
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