Croatia charges former Bosnian Serb general for war crimes
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ZAGREB, June 8 (AFP) -- Croatia's justice authorities on Tuesday indicted a former Bosnian Serb army general for war crimes committed against civilians during the country's 1991-1995 war, prosecutors said.

Radovan Grubac was charged with ordering the shelling of civilian targets in the region of Dubrovnik as a commander of a Bosnian Serb army corps, the prosecutor's office in Croatia's southern Adriatic town said in a statement.

Grubac, 62, is suspected of ordering the attacks from neighbouring Bosnia between October 1992 and October 1995, it added.

Seven civilians were killed and a number of others were severely wounded in the shelling, according to the charges.

The prosecutors demanded that an arrest warrant for the suspect be issued.
Croatia's proclamation of independence from the former Yugoslavia in 1991 sparked the four-year war with rebel Serbs who opposed the move.

During the war, which claimed some 20,000 lives, Croatian Serb rebels were aided by the regime in Belgrade but also by Serb forces in neighbouring Bosnia.
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