Church of England disavows rogue bishop’s honorary doctorate for Robert Mugabe in Ecuador
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Dr. Crespo and President Mugabe at State House in Harare

President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe is to be honored by the Anglican Church of Ecuador with an honorary doctorate, the Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation reported on Aug 28.

The state broadcaster reported that at a meeting at State house in Harare on Saturday, Anglican Bishop Walter Crespo of Ecuador lauded the Zimbabwe strongman as a political and spiritual leader, who had led the fight against Anglo-American imperialism in the developing world.

However, church leaders in the South American republic note the controversial Dr. Crespo is not affiliated with the Episcopal Church’s Dioceses of Litoral and Central Ecuador, but is head of his own self-styled Anglican Province of Ecuador, linked to former Bishop of Harare Dr. Nolbert Kunonga’s Anglican Province of Zimbabwe.

Dr. Crespo has cut a curious clerical swath across the religious landscape of South America, having been arrested for allegedly supplying arms to the FARC guerrilla movement in Colombia.

Last week Dr. Crespo invited President Mugabe to Quito to receive an honorary Degree of Doctor of Civil Laws.  “The conferment of the honorary doctorate to the Head of State is in honour of and recognition of Comrade Mugabe’s outstanding leadership of not only Zimbabwe but of the rest of the world including Latin America,” the bishop said.

President Mugabe thanked Dr. Crespo and his hosts, Dr. Nolbert Kunonga and the former Bishop of Manicaland Elson Jakazi, stating he would pick up the degree in Quito after attending the United Nations General Assembly in New York next month.  The Zimbabwe strongman stated he and Dr. Kunonga shared a “common stand” with Dr. Crespo on “certain basic principles: Christian, cultural, and humanitarian.”

Procreation, President Mugabe said, was God’s purpose of sexual relations.  “When God created Adam he also created Eve so there can be that harmony, family harmony between men and women between the children of Adam and Eve and God made it that way to be for multiplication.” The octogenarian strongman said.

In 2000, Dr. Crespo was arrested by the Ecuadorian police in conjunction with the sale of weapons to the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the principle rebel group in neighboring Colombia.

El Nuevo Herald, the Spanish-language edition of the Miami Herald reported in October 2000, that Dr. Crespo brokered the deal to supply the rebels with weapons purchased from the Ecuadorean Air Force, ostensibly bound for the Mugabe regime.

The Herald reported that the weapons, M-72-A2 rockets and cluster bombs, had been purchased by Ecuador in 1977, and were decommissioned in 2000 by Admiral Hugo Unda, the country’s minister of defence.  The “obsolete” weapons, valued at $3 million were sold to the Zimbabwean government for $240,000 via a Brazilian corporation.  The weapons left Ecuador on a chartered Russian Ilyushin-76 cargo plane, which filed a flight plan from the air base in Taura, Ecuador to Harare via Chile, Brazil and Angola.

The Herald reported that once the plane touched down in Chile the arms were disembarked and transshipped via a fleet of small planes to FARC bases in the Colombian jungle.

Dr. Crespo, who was held for almost three years in prison until the charges were dropped for lack of evidence, said a confession he had given to the Ecuadorian police, admitting to organizing the scheme, had been obtained unlawfully after police drugged his food.  The bishop has since denied any involvement with the arms deal.

