Finland finally to try first Genocide case
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Prosecutors in Finland have charged a Rwandan man accused of killings of 15 people during Rwanda’s Tutsi genocide of 1994, authorities said Monday, finally relaunching his case after it was abandoned in March.

Raija Toiviainen, state prosecutor of Finland, formally laid the charges on Sunday as information emerging from a preliminary investigation indicates that the man had participated in the ethnic cleansing in 1994.

The hearing of a case of Francois Bazaramba - a former pastor at a Baptist church in southern province, was pushed back after his lawyers alleged that Rwandan Police got testimony from witnesses using torture.

"It is obvious, according to the pre-trial investigation, that the man has committed a crime of genocide in the municipality of Nyakizu in April and May 1994 with intent to destroy the Rwandan Tutsis partly or totally," Finland’s prosecutor-general said in a statement on Monday. Pastor Bazaramba, 58, has denied the charges.

The case is the first genocide trial in Finland’s history. Accused of complicity in the killings, the unidentified man would face life imprisonment if convicted.

The Finish National Bureau of Investigation said the assertions made by the defence have already been taken into account in the investigation. It is up to the courts to evaluate the material presented by the parties.

The suspect, a Baptist preacher who worked in both Vaasa and Porvoo (about 50km east of the capital Helsinki), has been remanded in custody for nearly two years. The deadline for filing charges was due in March, but the state prosecutor requested an extension of this deadline.

Prosecutions claims to have interviewed nearly 100 witnesses in Rwanda and other places before proceeding with charges against the Pastor.
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