Montenegrin court hears first witnesses in Morinj war crimes case 
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PODGORICA, Montenegro, May 29 (Hina) -- The first four witnesses appeared before the High Court in Podgorica on Friday to testify in the trial of six former members of the Yugoslav People's Army charged with committing war crimes in the Morinj prisoner of war camp in Montenegro between October 1991 and mid-August 1992. 

The witnesses - Jadran Barada, Josip Popic, Tomislav Hunic and Pero Skoro - told judges how they had been tortured while in the camp. 

They said they had been punched, kicked and beaten with clubs, rifle butts, broom handles and socks filled with sand, recognising some of the accused as their torturers. 

Barada said he had left Morinj with 27 fractures. 

All four witnesses asked for 40,000 euros each in compensation. 

The accused Mladjan Govedarica, Spiro Lucic, Boro Gligic, Ivo Gojnic and Zlatko Tarle are charged with war crimes against Croatian civilians and prisoners of war from the Dubrovnik area. At previous hearings, they all pleaded not guilty to the charges. 

All the accused except one have been in custody since August 2008. Ivo Menzalin is still at large and is believed to be living in Belgrade. 
The next hearing was set for June 2.
