Serbs appeal against conviction for Kosovo war crimes 
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THE HAGUE, May 29 (AFP) -- Five Serbs jailed for war crimes in Kosovo have appealed against their conviction and sentences, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia said. 

The five were given prison sentences of between 15 and 22 years on February 26, while Serbian ex-president Milan Milutinovic was acquitted of similar offences. 

It was the first ruling of the court, based in The Hague, on crimes committed by Serbs during the 1998-9 war in the Albanian-majority southern Serbian province which subsequently declared independence. 

The ICTY said Friday that former Yugoslav army commander Vladimir Lazarevic had appealed against the guilty verdict on two counts, and his 15-year jail sentence. 

The court said Thursday that similar appeals had been lodged by former Yugoslav deputy prime minister Nikola Sainovic, ex-Yugoslav army commander Nebojsa Pavkovic, and former Serbian police chief Sreten Lukic -- who were all given 22 years -- as well as Yugoslav ex-defence minister Dragoljub Ojdanic, who got 15 years. 

They had been tried for what the judges found was a "broad campaign of violence directed against the Albanian civilian population" in Kosovo. Milutinovic, president of Serbia from December 1997 to December 2002, had been accused of five counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, but the judges found he had had no direct, individual control over the Yugoslav army. 

Prosecutors had sought jail terms of between 20 years and life for the group they blamed for a "widespread or systematic campaign of terror and violence" which included the forcible deportation of at least 700,000 ethnic Albanians from Kosovo between January and June 1999, the murders of hundreds, sexual assault of Albanian civilian women and the destruction of cultural and religious sites. 

The ICTY said Friday the prosecution had also appealed, calling for stiffer sentences for the five convicted, but was not seeking a retrial for Milutinovic. 
