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THE HAGUE, June 5 (AFP) -- The UN's Yugoslav war crimes tribunal ordered Friday the resumption of the trial of former Serbian intelligence chief Jovica Stanisic that was interrupted last year due to his ill health. 

The trial will resume on Tuesday with the prosecution's opening statement, said the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY). The presentation of evidence would follow from June 29. 

The tribunal granted Stanisic, 58, and his key aide and co-accused Franko Simatovic, 59, a provisional release in June last year. 

But the ICTY ruled in late April that Stanisic was effectively able to participate in the trial and ordered the two suspects to return to the tribunal's detention unit. 

Stanisic and Simatovic have pleaded not guilty to charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including the 1995 massacre of 8,000 Bosnian Muslim boys and men at Srebrenica. 

Stanisic served under then Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic in the 1990s. 

Milosevic died in the custody of the tribunal in 2006, while standing trial for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. 

Stanisic's trial has been repeatedly delayed due to concerns over his physical and mental health, with one psychologist's report labelling him "suicidal." 

Medical experts have said he suffered from depression and showed symptoms of osteoporosis and an intestinal problem. After his provisional release, Stanisic was treated at a military hospital in Belgrade. 

Special arrangements have been made to accommodate his condition during the trial. Hearings will be held twice a week in the afternoons so as not to tire him. 

Stanisic could participate via video-conference link from an observation room at the court's detention unit, and communicate with his counsel via telephone.
