Karadzic prosecutors want peace negotiator to testify 
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THE HAGUE, June 10 (AFP) -- Prosecutors at the UN Yugoslav war crimes court Wednesday urged judges to summon former British peace negotiator David Owen to testify in the trial of Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic. 

"The prosecution respectfully requests that the Trial Chamber exercise its discretion to call Lord Owen as a court witness," said a statement from the prosecution. 

"Of particular relevance to this case, Lord Owen frequently met with the accused. According to his book, he had face-to-face meetings with the accused well over 25 times, in addition to communication by telephone and written correspondence," it said. 

Karadzic, 63, was arrested on a Belgrade bus last July, 13 years after he was first indicted. 

He faces 11 charges, notably for the 44-month siege of Sarajevo that left 10,000 dead and the July 1995 massacre of around 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica. 

Lord Owen, a former British foreign secretary, was a co-architect of a 1993 peace proposal which failed to end the war. His testimony could throw light on war crimes committed during the 1992-95 conflict. 

Karadzic recently asked the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to press Sweden and the United States for evidence confirming an immunity deal. 

He claims he struck a deal with top US official Richard Holbrooke in July 1996, shielding him from prosecution in return for disappearing from the public eye. 

Holbrooke, who was the US peace negotiator in Bosnia, has insisted that no such deal was made. 
