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THE HAGUE-- The prosecution begins its case at the trial of former chiefs of the Serbian State Security Service, Jovica Stanisic and Franko Simatovic. Former BH ambassador to the UN, Muhamed Sacirbegovic, continues his testimony at the trial of Momcilo Perisic. The marathon evidence of the accused Slobodan Praljak enters its eight week. The trials for Srebrenica crimes, Operation Storm and Kosovo crimes continue. Closing statements will be delivered in the case of Florence Hartmann. There will be a status conference in the Radovan Karadzic case 

On Monday, the prosecution will call its first witness at the trial of Jovica Stanisic and Franko Simatovic, charged with crimes of the Serbian police and paramilitary units in Croatia and BH from 1991 to 1995. The trial of former high ranking Serbian state security officials reopened 9 June 2009 with the opening statements. The first time it opened it was suspended until further notice due to Stanisic's ill health after only one witness was heard, on 28 April 2008. In the meantime, the Trial Chamber ruled that Stanisic was fit to stand trial. The latest medical report says that the accused can sit in the courtroom for at least one hour without any breaks or, alternatively, that he can follow the proceedings via video link from the detention unit. The accused has so far refused to do either. 

At the trial of former chief of the VJ General Staff Momcilo Perisic, accused of contributing to crimes perpetrated by the Serb armies in Bosnia and in Croatia by providing them support, the cross-examination of former BH ambassador to the UN Muhamed Sacirbegovic will begin on Monday. Replying to the prosecutor's questions via video link from the United States, Sacirbegovic contended that the crimes in BH were perpetrated by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia with the help of its 'agents, Serbs from Pale'. Yugoslavia also dispatched military and paramilitary units that went on to attack the non-Serb civilians, Sacirbegovic said. 

There will be a hearing on Tuesday in the case of seven Bosnian Serb military and police officers charged with genocide and other crimes in Srebrenica and Zepa in the summer of 1995. After the last day of trial in this case on 29 May 2009, the defense teams of Milan Gvero and Vujadin Popovic asked for permission to call additional evidence. 

Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic returns to the courtroom on Wednesday at a new status conference scheduled as part of the preparations for his trial, expected to begin in September 2009. 

At the trial of six former Herceg-Bosna leaders, Slobodan Praljak will start the eighth week of evidence in his defense. He will be examined by the defense counsel of his co-accused Bruno Stojic and Milivoj  Petkovic. The prosecution will call new witnesses at the trial of Serbian police general Vlastimir Djordjevic, charged with the Kosovo crimes. The defense of Ante Gotovina, on trial with generals Cermak and Markac for crimes during and after Operation Storm, will call new witnesses. 

At the trial of French journalist and former Tribunal's OTP spokesperson Florence Hartmann on contempt of court charges, Natasa Kandic, director of the Humanitarian Law Center in Belgrade, will continue her evidence. Closing arguments are scheduled for Friday, 3 July 2009. 
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