Bosnian court clears former Muslim soldier of war crimes 
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SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina, June 29 (AFP) -- A Bosnian court Monday cleared a former Muslim soldier of charges that he was responsible for detaining and beating Serbs during the country's 1992-1995 war. 

The Court of Bosnia-Hercegovina said it wasn't presented with evidence that Ferid Hodzic ordered the unlawful detention and maltreatment of Serb civilians and prisoners of war near the eastern town of Vlasenica in 1992 and 1993. 

Hodzic had been accused of ordering the detention and beatings of six Serb PoWs and civilians, including a woman and a child, in an improvised prison set up in a stable at Rovasi village. 

The prisoners had frequently been beaten and insulted by Bosnian Muslim soldiers, but it was impossible to link the crimes with Hodzic, the court said in a statement. 

"The evidence about who, or what authority, was responsible for the detention of the prisoners was mixed and contradictory," it said. 

Bosnian authorities can try low-profile war crimes cases, while the U.N.'s International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia is tasked with hearing cases involving top wartime officials. 

The Balkan country's war triggered by the breakup of the former Yugoslavia claimed at least 100,000 lives and drove some 2.2 million people, more than a half of its population, from their homes. 

