Serbia: Trial of war crimes suspect to proceed 
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THE HAGUE, June 29 (AKI) – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) on Monday rejected a demand by defence lawyers of former chief of Serbian state security Jovica Stanisic to postpone his trial because of poor health. 

The defence based its demand on the report of a court appointed psychologist Joseph de Man, saying that Stanisic suffered from "heavy depression" and had suicidal thoughts. 

De Man reported that Stanisic had told him that his life "was not worth living". 

Stanisic, 58, and his deputy Franko Simatovic, 59, have been indicted for crimes against Croatian and Muslim civilians in the 1991-1995 war that followed the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia. 

Stanisic reportedly suffers from several ailments including osteoporosis and kidney stones and is also being treated for depression. The trial has been interrupted on several occasions over the past year due to Stanisic's health. 

"We have no alternative but in the light of the latest findings to demand the postponement of the trial," Stanisic's lawyer Gert-Jan Knoops, told the court. 

"The indictee who thinks of suicide can hardly be considered able to follow the process."
