Witness says it can't be concluded that Knin was shelled indiscriminately
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ZAGREB (Hina) - Retired US Army officer Geoffrey Corn, who is a defence witness for Croatian General Ante Gotovina, on Tuesday told the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague that he could not agree with one of the main arguments of the prosecution that the southern Croatian town of Knin was targeted randomly during Operation Storm, when Croatian forces retook areas from Serb rebels in early August 1995.

Corn, a civilian legal adviser in the US military and a special adviser on war matters, said that it could not be concluded beyond a doubt from testimonies of international representatives on the ground that Knin, which used to be the stronghold of Serb rebels, had been shelled randomly.

During his cross-examination before the UN tribunal, the defence witness said that statements and testimonies of United Nations observers and eye-witnesses, which were available to him, did not explicitly state that the shelling of Knin was indiscriminate. According to him, those testimonies indicated that an impression was made that the entire town was the target of the attack.

The witness went on to say that he had concluded from documents on the matter that the enemy dispersed military targets throughout the town, that is, the targets were not isolated at one place.

Given that some high-importance targets were in the inner part of the town, this meant that the enemy treated the town as something that should be protected, the witness said.

According to him, witnesses did not necessarily have a clear conception of what was going on in the town.

He also said that there was a difference as to whether some of the shells that might have hit militarily unacceptable targets, that is parts of town, had been fired there on purpose or whether they were stray shells.

Gotovina and two other generals, Ivan Cermak and Mladen Markac, are on trial for war crimes committed by Croatian troops during and after the Croatian military offensive known as Operation Storm, which crushed a Serb insurgency in central Croatia in August 1995.
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