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Statesville native, Army major visits Nazi concentration camp

By Bethany Fuller 

Army Maj. Don Mozer feels he is better prepared to identify the issues and factors that could eventually lead to mass genocide.

Mozer, a graduate of Statesville High, recently returned to Fort Leavenworth in Kansas from Poland after spending eight days at the Nazi extermination camp Auschwitz-Birkenau as part of his Command and General Staff College Intermediate Level Education Class, “Genocide iand the Military Role: Identification, Prevention and Intervention.”

“We are trying to spot it, prevent it and learn how we intervene to help stop it,” Mozer said. “It was a big eye opener for me.”

The college is designed to educate military officers in new tactics and techniques. Mozer said it is a good way to step back from the mission and see how the military and the United States fit in with the rest of the world.

The Holocaust is one of the most well-known genocides that has occurred in history, and Mozer spent his days with other military personnel studying what happened at the extermination camp on outskirts of the city of Oświęcim with the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, Jagiellonian University at Krakow and the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum. 

Mozer and others tried to come to terms with what makes a group of people turn against a single race or other group.

The facility was a huge operation, he said, and the Germans weren’t uncivilized, either. They were an educated country, he said.
The daily curriculum for the eight-day class covered how the Nazis got the German people to buy into the strategic policy which eventually led to the mass execution of Jews.

“We kind of looked at some things that we could have done to stop it early on,” Mozer said. “We also looked at what we could do to help the military prevent these instances.”

The Holocaust in Germany wasn’t the only instance of mass genocide Mozer and his classmates studied. They also looked at the factors contributing to more recent events in Bosnia, Kenya and Darfur.

In a little more than a year, Mozer is scheduled to return to Afghanistan. He said he it taking some time right now to learn more about the culture so he can make allies instead of enemies.

“We have a tendency to look at them all as the enemy,” he said. “They are just trying to survive the world like we are. We need to learn enough about particular cultures so we can operate within those cultures.”
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