US, UK, France launch exercise to mock partial naval blockade on Iran

DEBKAfile Exclusive Report 
21 July 2008: DEBKAfile’s military sources report that Operational Brimstone, starting Monday, July 21, aims at giving military teeth to the two-week ultimatum the six world powers gave Iran in Geneva Saturday to accept the suspension of uranium enrichment or face harsh sanctions.

The penalty of withholding refined oil products from Iran would be exercised by means of a partial international naval blockade against Iran. 

Taking part in the 10-day exercise in the Atlantic Ocean are more than a dozen ships, including the US carrier strike group Theodore Roosevelt and expeditionary strike group Iwo Jima; the French submarine Amethyste, and the British HMS Illustrious Carrier Strike Group, as well as a Brazilian frigate.
Six vessels from the Norfolk Naval State will play the role of “enemy” forces. 

About 15,000 sailors will be involved in Operation Brimstone. Both the Roosevelt and Iwo Jima will be deployed in the Middle East in the coming months.
A partial blockade of Iran’s shores, a key element of the new sanctions, would be limited to withholding from Iran supplies of benzene and other refined oil products. Short of refining capacity, Iran imports 40 percent of these products.

Operation Brimstone boasts two striking features:
1. It will include for the first time units of the US Expeditionary Combat Command, who are trained to operate in shallow coastal waters and rivers, such as the coastal waters and islands of the Persian Gulf where Iranian Revolutionary Guards marine units are posted. 

2. The Roosevelt’s decks will for the first time host French Rafale fighter jets which will share space with US warplanes. 
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