Iraqi Kurd MP: 'We're Ready to Fight the Iraqi Army'
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Baghdad, Iraq (TML) - A war of words between the federal government in Baghdad and the northern autonomous region controlled by the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has heightened over the weekend, threatening to escalate into an armed conflict, the London-based daily A-Sharq Al- Awsat reported.

Kurdish armed forces, known as the Peshmerga, have been deployed in the Diyala province since the fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003, however, the Iraqi army recently called on the Kurdish troops to leave the city of Khanaqin in the Diyala province, north of Baghdad.

The KRG refused to order the Peshmerga to leave Khanaqin, which is one of several cities the KRG is demanding to transfer to its control, along with Kirkuk.

"We have brought to the city Peshmerga forces and weapons and we have taken all necessary measures to face any resistance," said Mu'stafa Jawrush, a Kurdish MP.

For his part, Sami Al-'Askari, a Shi'ite MP close to Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki, said the constitution allowed the Iraqi army to enter any region it wants, including Kurdistan.

Thirty Iraqis, most of whom were Arabs, were killed in a suicide attack in Jaloula last week.

The attack was executed near a police station in the city, located east of Khanaqin. Although the suicide bomber has not yet been identified, the local press linked the attack to the recent tension in the area between the Peshmerga and the Iraqi army.

Last week the Iraqi army gave the Peshmerga brigade in Khanaqin an order to evacuate its forces within 24 hours. The brigade refused to do so, and a few days later, the Iraqi army withdrew its own forces from the city. The Iraqi parliament still has to decide how to solve the Kirkuk crisis, which is delaying the passing of the local elections law.
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