Explosions in Iraqi Political Office Kill at Least 5
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BAGHDAD — At least 5 people were killed and 14 others injured on Thursday when a pair of explosions ripped through the offices of a Sunni political party in Diyala Province while the party’s leaders met, the Iraqi police said.

It was the second time this year that the building housing the party, the Reform and Development Party, was bombed, the authorities said, even though the party is a relatively minor political force.

In January, a car bomb detonated outside the building, which is in Baquba, Diyala’s provincial capital. Seven people were wounded in the attack.

Iraqi and American officials have warned that political violence will probably increase with the approach of parliamentary elections scheduled for next January, as competing groups jockey for position and power.

This month, a pair of bombs outside the headquarters of the Iraqi Islamic Party in the western city of Falluja killed 5 people and wounded 21. The Iraqi Islamic Party is the country’s main Sunni political party.

Thursday was also when Iraqis were supposed to vote on the Iraqi-American security agreement, including the timing of the departure of United States troops. When the Iraqi Parliament approved the security plan last year, one of the terms was that a national referendum be held by July 30, 2009.

The referendum plan had been a way to appease Iraqi political groups wary of approving an agreement that allowed American troops to remain in Iraq until 2012.

But with the phased withdrawal of American troops from Iraq, including the departure of combat forces from cities last month, much of the suspicion among the Iraqi public that the Americans sought to stay indefinitely has been cast away, lessening the urgency for a referendum on the issue, Iraqi lawmakers said Thursday.

Had a national referendum failed, American forces would have had to leave Iraq entirely within one year of the vote.

The government of Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki has proposed scheduling the referendum for Jan. 15 to coincide with parliamentary elections.

On Thursday, one of the few public mentions of the July 30 deadline was made by Tariq al-Hashemi, one of Iraq’s two vice presidents.

“This date had been carefully chosen to provide the necessary time to have a tangible result,” Mr. Hashemi said in a statement. “Failure to meet the date is a delay that denies the Iraqi people their rights.”

In the meantime, various Iraqi governmental entities pointed fingers at one another for failing to convene an election.

Some members of Parliament blamed the Maliki government for the delay of the vote, saying it wanted to avoid an embarrassing election defeat; the head of Iraq’s elections commission blamed Parliament for failing to approve an election law; and an adviser to Mr. Maliki blamed the elections commission and Parliament.

“It is an issue between Parliament and the Independent High Electoral Commission,” said Ali al-Mousawi, Mr. Maliki’s media adviser. “The government submitted a suggestion to Parliament to hold the election on the same date as the parliamentary election. So why didn’t Parliament refuse that suggestion and hold it on July 30? The government only carries out what the Parliament asks it to.”

The United States military in Iraq had no immediate comment.

Also Thursday, 5 people were killed and 10 wounded when a truck bomb exploded near a police station in Anbar Province, not far from the Syrian border, the Iraqi police said.

In Mosul, two Iraqi soldiers were killed when gunmen opened fire at a security checkpoint, the authorities said.

Mohammed Hussein and Duraid Adnan contributed reporting from Baghdad, and Iraqi employees of The New York Times from Baquba, Mosul and Anbar Province.
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