‘Genocide’ loyalist loses sectarian murder appeal
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A leading loyalist secretly recorded talking about the killing of a Co Armagh grandmother has lost his appeal against being jailed for his part in her murder.

Judges branded Jim Fulton a “ruthless and vicious individual” who talked about genocide as a way of wiping out Catholics.
Although they quashed four terrorist convictions against the 40-year-old, guilty verdicts in a catalogue of other crimes for which he is serving a minimum 25 year prison sentence were upheld.

These included the murder of Elizabeth O’Neill, who died in a pipe bomb attack on her home in Portadown, Co Armagh in 1999.

Mrs O’Neill’s killing was said to be fuelled by sectarianism because she was a Protestant in a mixed family.

Rejecting submissions that there was insufficient evidence of an intent to kill, Lord Justice Girvan told the Court of Appeal yesterday that Fulton’s statement that he “made sure she was touched” related to the attack on the O’Neill house, his use of terrorist methods and furtherance of loyalist paramilitary activities.

The judge said: “The clear picture that emerges from the entirety of the recorded conversations, including those recorded by probes, is of a ruthless and vicious individual devoid of human sympathy or empathy and steeped in deeply sectarian attitudes and bitterness who was prepared even to give expression to and countenance the desirability of genocide.” Lord Justice Girvan referred to one recording where Fulton declared that Catholics had to be “wiped out”.

According to the probe evidence he stated: “That’s our belief, if it doesn’t work out we’re finished. We have to kill every Catholic and believe in it.” With Fulton providing nothing to back up claims he was under the influence of drink or drugs at the time, the three judge appeal panel declared themselves satisfied with the verdict.

Fulton, formerly of Queen’s Walk, Portadown, shook his head in the dock as judgment was delivered. He was jailed in January 2007 after being found guilty of 48 terrorist offences, including seven attempted murders, membership of the outlawed Loyalist Volunteer Force, and possession of the gun which killed Catholic taxi driver Michael McGoldrick at the height of the Drumcree dispute in 1996.

Lord Justice Girvan, sitting with Mr Justices Gillen and McLaughlin, did overturn convictions connected to three attempted murders and an attempted grievous bodily harm with intent. The offences were linked to devices being thrown into two other homes in 1999, but the judge said the evidence was not sufficient.

An undercover police operation and covert surveillance was used to secure recorded confessions from Fulton when he moved to Cornwall in 2000 to begin working for what he believed to be a crime gang.

Profile of a dedicated terrorist

Notorious loyalist William James Fulton (40) had been described as a dedicated terrorist.

The Portadown man, formerly of Queen’s Walk, is a brother of Mark ‘Swinger’ Fulton, a close associate of LVF leader Billy Wright, who took his own life inside Maghaberry Prison in 2002.

Jim Fulton was jailed in January 2007 after being found guilty of 48 terrorist offences including the sectarian murder of 59-year-old grandmother Elizabeth O’Neill who died after picking up a pipe bomb which had been thrown through the living room window of her home at Corcrain Drive, Portadown on June 5 1999.

He was also found guilty of six charges of attempted murder — four of them relating to police officers during the 1998 Drumcree dispute — and two offences of causing explosions in 1998 and 1999.

He fled to Plymouth to escape police attention in Northern Ireland and quickly fell in with a local crime gang who employed him as a driver, paying him weekly wages of £455.

His trial was the longest in Northern Ireland’s legal history.
