Macedonia to Recognise Kosovo ‘Soon’

17 March 2008 Skopje _ Macedonia has confirmed it will recognise Kosovo’s independence soon, the territory’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaci told local Alsat-M TV on Sunday.

“Kosovo’s institutions have confirmed when Macedonia will recognise Kosovo’s independence, which will happen soon”, Thaci said, adding relations between the two neighbours are “excellent.”

Answering a question on whether recognition is set for before or after April’s NATO summit in Bucharest where Macedonia hopes to secure invitation for joining the alliance, Thaci said the exact date is to be determined by Skopje.

“Macedonia shows goodwill in regards to Kosovo’s recognition,” Thaci said.

Kosovo declared its independence from Serbia on February 17.

Macedonia borders both Kosovo and Serbia, and in recent months has repeated it will follow EU and NATO policy in recognising the new state but has so far refused to do so.

Skopje fears of possible retribution by Belgrade since its economy and infrastructure are linked to Serbia.

On the other hand, Kosovo’s main supply route passes through Macedonia.

Skopje is demanding the swift demarcation of its border with Kosovo that was left unmarked due to an earlier dispute between Pristina and Belgrade over who had jurisdiction over Kosovo‘s boundaries.
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