Survivors tell of 'hurricane of hatred' from gangs in Uzbek
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Stunned by the hurricane of hatred that has devastated their lives and swept away their homes, the survivors recounted the same story: the ethnic slaughter in Osh, they insisted, was not simply a clash between Kyrgyz and Uzbek groups, but an attempt to expel, even exterminate, the Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan's second-largest city. 
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UNDER SIEGE: Children eat at a refugee camp for ethnic Uzbeks fleeing from clashes in the Jalalabad region of Kara-Su, near the border with Kyrgyzstan and some 400km east of Tashkent, on Wednesday. Thousands have fled their homes because of ethnic violence Picture: REUTERS 
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'But who will answer for this crime? Nobody came to help us' [image: image3.png]



Police and soldiers, they said, had been in the vanguard of mobs that shot unarmed civilians and ransacked Uzbek neighbourhoods. 

In the ruins of the city's Uzbek district of Cheryomushki, traumatised residents described three waves of attack as Kyrgyz gangs systematically destroyed their homes in an orgy of murder, rape, looting and arson. They claimed that an armoured personnel carrier led the initial charge, with men in uniform firing at civilians. 

''Soldiers shot at people, then Kyrgyz groups went from house to house attacking Uzbeks with knives and guns," said Kustniden Azhimjanov, 36. ''They raped women in their homes. We could hear the screaming but we could not help them because we had no guns. 

''Then the third group came through, stealing everything they could and setting fire to the houses. They were shouting: 'Uzbeks get out or we'll kill you all'!" 

The Times walked through the streets on Wednesday in which almost every house had been gutted. The few exceptions were those that belonged to Kyrgyz families, identified by the word ''Kyrgyz" sprayed on the walls. 

Standing outside his destroyed home, Ilkhom Halmasayev said: ''I buried my five-year-old niece and her grandmother on Wednesday. The Kyrgyz shot them both - then ripped the earrings from the old woman's ears." 

A man's arm bone poked out of a pile of ashes in another house. A neighbour, Bakhtir, said: ''They shot him and set fire to him right here in his bedroom. I don't know how a human being could do that." 

Rustam, a lawyer, pointed to the basement of a charred building nearby and said: ''A woman and at least five children were hiding there and they set fire to them all. Their goal was to exterminate everyone here. But who will answer for this crime? Nobody in government came to help us." 

Almost every road into Cheryomushki and other Uzbek areas has been blocked by lorries, cargo containers and felled trees as the Uzbeks withdraw deep into their community for protection. Kyrgyz residents refuse to travel to Uzbek areas, fearful of reprisals, leaving the city divided. 
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