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Monrovia, Liberia – The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) today released its Bi-annual Report on the human rights situation in Liberia. The Report covers major human rights issues monitored by UNMIL Human Rights and Protection Section (HRPS).  Highlighted in the Report are prevailing human rights concerns in the country, including measures being instituted to address them. These include challenges being faced in the criminal justice system including the courts and the Liberia National Police, delay in making operational the Independent National Commission on Human Rights (INCHR), and the prevalence of rape and other gender-based violence incidents. 

 

The Bi-annual Report, covering the period from November 2007 to June 2008, recognizes that steps have been taken to address human rights concerns, such as the building or refurbishment of detention facilities, establishment of a judicial institute to train judicial officers, and the introduction of programmes aimed at combating rape and sexual violence. Despite these improvements, UNMIL remains concerned over the application of the death penalty, as the Penal Law that permits the death penalty has not been formally repealed. The Report further notes that the application of the death penalty has received support from the Government of Liberia with regard to armed robbery, terrorism and hijacking.

On other challenges in the Criminal Justice System, the report points to the fact that the justice sector institutions remain weak due to the absence of key personnel, and inadequate resources for essential rule of law institutions. These institutions include the Judiciary, the Liberia National Police (LNP) and the Corrections services.

The report is calling on the Executive Branch of Government to appoint the Independent National Commission on Human Rights commissioners and, proceed to operationalise the INCHR as a matter of urgency. Although the Act establishing the INCHR was enacted and came into force in 2005, the Commission is not operating due to the continued delay in the appointment of its commissioners by the Government. UNMIL is calling on the National Legislature, without undue delay, to enact the draft amendments to the INCHR Act, thus ensuring that they meet the Principles relating to the status and functioning of national institutions for protection and promotion of human rights (Paris Principles).

As mentioned in the previous UNMIL Human Rights Report, this new report says incidents of rape and gender-based violence remain prevalent, especially cases involving minors, both as victims and as alleged perpetrators. Many delays and cases being settled out of court were observed, the Report emphasized. Harmful traditional practices including trials by ordeal, ritual killings and female genital mutilation (FGM) continue to be practiced almost with impunity, the UNMIL Human Rights and Protection Section reported.

The Report, which was shared with concerned government of Liberia functionaries, has drawn up recommendations to assist the Liberian Government, and various stakeholders, address the problems identified. The recommendations include, ensuring that judicial officials, defense counsels and prosecutors assigned to courts outside Monrovia are to remain in their assigned areas, and disciplinary measures be taken against personnel who absent themselves from their assigned duty stations; need to review the Justice of the Peace system; provision by the international community of continued technical assistance to strengthen the criminal justice system, to promote an enhanced case flow management system; and comprehensive rehabilitation programmes for prisoners should be introduced in detention centres with the participation of all relevant Line Ministries. Other recommendations include re-activating the Administrative Board responsible for ensuring the closure of those orphanages that do not meet minimum standards for operating child welfare institutions; initiating a nationwide awareness campaign against harmful traditional practices, specifically female genital mutilation, trials by ordeal, ritual killings and witchcraft, and the amendment or repeal of various provisions of legislation which infringe on human rights.
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