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PARIS — The former Liberian president Charles G. Taylor has been on trial for war crimes for nearly three years. But for the moment, the testimony related to the charges of murder, conscripting child soldiers, and terrorizing and mutilating civilians has taken a back seat to a new riddle. 

The focus has been on whether Mr. Taylor — who has denied ever carrying or trading diamonds — gave some gems to the supermodel Naomi Campbell 13 years ago in South Africa. But on Tuesday questions arose over where a few of the raw diamonds she received in a nocturnal delivery might have gone. 

Ms. Campbell testified last week that she received “two or three” of the stones in the middle of the night from two men who did not identify themselves after a dinner with Mr. Taylor, Nelson Mandela and others on the eve of a celebrity charity event. This week, her former agent Carole White and the actress Mia Farrow — who attended the dinner and were, like Ms. Campbell, staying at Mr. Mandela’s presidential guesthouse — offered differing accounts. Ms. Farrow said Ms. Campbell spoke of a single “huge” diamond; Ms. White testified that she was present when two men gave Ms. Campbell as many as “five or six” diamonds. 

Ms. Campbell and Ms. White both testified that Ms. Campbell gave a small pouch of stones the next day to Jeremy Ractliffe, then the director of the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund. Ms. Campbell did not say how many she had given him. Ms. White said she did not see what was in the pouch. He has said he received three stones and gave them to the police. 

So are a few stones missing? South African police investigators are trying to find out what they can about the three stones Mr. Ractliffe handed over. Musa Zondi, a spokesman for the South African police’s investigative Hawks unit, which holds the three returned stones, told Reuters that tests had proved them to be diamonds. Investigators will try to establish how and where the diamonds were mined. 

If the diamonds proved to be so-called blood diamonds used to foment conflict, a “serious investigation” would begin, Mr. Zondi said, according to the BBC. 

At his trial in The Hague, Mr. Taylor’s prosecutors have been pursuing the trail of so-called conflict diamonds, seeking to demonstrate that he had diamonds in South Africa while on an arms-buying trip related to fighting in Sierra Leone that cost 200,000 lives. 

Marlise Simons reported from Paris, and Alan Cowell from London.
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