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Burma

UN Should Consider Investigating Burma for War Crimes, Lawyer Says
The Times, March 13, 2010
UN envoy Tomas Ojea Quintana, who focuses on human rights in Burma, called for the UN to investigate the Burmese junta for crimes against humanity and for war crimes.  In a report to the UN Human Rights Council, Quintana explains that the human rights violations of the Burmese junta, including torture and forced labor, are systematic and violate the provisions in the Rome State of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Burmese Election Law Requires NLD to Expel Aung San Suu Kyi
The Guardian, March 10, 2010
Under a new election law enacted by the Burmese government this week, the National League of Democracy (NLD) must oust Aung San Suu Kyi from the party in order to participate in 2010 elections.  The law requires political parties to register with a new election commission and prohibits political parties from accepting members convicted by a criminal court.  A Burmese court convicted Aung San Suu Kyi for violating the terms of her house arrest in 2009.  The NLD, the US, and the UK immediately condemned the terms of the new election law.

Burma’s Military to Appoint Election Commission
Voice of America, March 9, 2010
The military government of Burma issued five new election laws, one of which calls for the junta to select the individual members of the state’s new election commission.  The election commission will be responsible for designating constituencies, compiling voter lists, and registering and monitoring political parties throughout the upcoming elections.  Burma’s government has yet to announce when the elections will take place.

Cameroon: Southern Cameroons

UNPO Applauds AHRC on Ruling
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization, March 5, 2010
The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) congratulated the African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) on its decision in “Kevin Mgwanga Gunme et al. on behalf of Southern Cameroons v. The Republic of Cameroon”.  The decision held that Cameroon violated several provisions of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights through discriminatory practices against the people of Southern Cameroons.  

Cyprus

Nothing is Agreed Until Everything is Agreed
Cyprus Mail, March 12, 2010
Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat indicated that if Greek Cypriot President Demetris Christofias changes his proposals regarding the rotating presidency or other issues, then Talat will not hesitate to change his proposals as well.  Talat reiterated, with respect to shifting proposals, that the negotiations can’t be considered successful until the parties reach an agreement on all issues.

Property Issue to be Resolved in Negotiations Not in Court
Cyprus Mail, March 10, 2010
Commenting on the European Court of Human Rights’ recent ruling that recognized the property commission in Turkish Cyprus, President Christofias said that the property issue will be resolved through negotiations rather than through the courts.  Christofias pointed out that when the courts adopted decisions antithetical to the interests of the Turkish Cypriot community, both sides agreed that these issues needed to be resolved through negotiations rather than at a judicial level.

Four-Way Talks Proposal on the Cards
Cyprus Mail, March 10, 2010
The Greek Cypriot government may be asked to consider convening a five-party meeting, conducted by the EU Presidency, to address the Cyprus problem.  Last month, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan suggested holding such a meeting, which would involve the current Spanish EU President facilitating discussions between the leaders of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities, in addition to leaders from Greece and Turkey.  This scheme would allow President Christofias to engage directly with Turkey, though Erdogan maintains that Turkish Cypriot leader Talat must also attend the meeting.

Georgia

Russian Government OKs Deal on Military Base in South Ossetia
Xinhua, March 13, 2010
The Russian government approved a draft agreement with Georgia’s breakaway region of South Ossetia to allow Russia’s armed forces to establish a military base in South Ossetia’s territory.  The agreement would provide use of the base for a term of forty-nine years, with an automatic extension of fifteen years.  Russian President Medvedev, however, still needs to sign the agreement.

Kenya

Kenya: Draft Law Setback as Politicians Squabble
March 11, 2010, All Africa
The Orange Democratic Party (ODM) and Party of National Unity (PNU) disagree about whether there should be amendments to the draft constitution prepared by the Committee of Expert (COE).  PNU is pushing for the Parliamentary Select Committee’s revised draft while ODM believes that the COE’s draft should remain as the final document.  ODM Secretary General Anyang Nyong’o said that ODM will push for the adoption of the COE’s draft.  There are growing concerns that the review process has become a theatre for power struggle.  

Kenya: New Bill to Improve State Witness Protection, If Passed 
March 10, 2010, All Africa
A proposed Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill 2010 will create a witness protection agency offering special security to people who provide evidence in court.  This bill is seen as necessary since many witnesses have been threatened by the alleged post-election violence perpetrators.  If the bill is passed, it needs to also address reforms in the judicial and police sector.  Past witness protection efforts in Kenya have not been highly successful.  

Liberia

President Sirleaf not Bound by Timeline on TRC Report, Says Minister 
Voice of America, March 10, 2010
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Act requires Liberian President Sirleaf to report to the legislature within ninety days after receiving the TRC report and on a quarterly basis after implementing the report’s recommendations.  Information Minister Cletus Sieh argued, however, that Sirleaf is not bound by a timeline and that no Liberian laws would be violated if Sirleaf fails to implement the recommendations.  Sieh also noted that some of the recommendations are unconstitutional, and that any laws that violate Liberia’s Constitution are void.

Foreign Countries Prevented Charles Taylor from Liberating Liberia, Witness Says
Daily Observer, March 13, 2010
A witness told Special Court for Sierra Leone judges that former President Charles Taylor’s attempt to liberate Liberians failed due to interference by foreign countries.  The witness also informed the judges that the UN peacekeeping force in Liberia, ECOMOG, lacked neutrality and favored Liberian warring factions unassociated with Taylor’s rebel group.  The prosecution requested more preparation time for the witness’ cross-examination.  The Court granted the request on the grounds that the defense failed to disclose pertinent information about the witness to the prosecutors within the required twenty-one day period.

Nepal

No to Brief Charter for Nepal, Maoist Reject CA Head Proposal
Telegraph Nepal, March 9, 2010
The deputy chair of the Constituent Assembly (CA), a Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (UCPN(M)) party leader, has rejected the idea of declaring a brief constitution on May 28, 2010, saying that it goes against the will of the people.  The chair of the CA, a senior Unified Marxist Leninist Party leader, continues to promote the idea.  A brief constitution would follow the model of Belgium by declaring a federal state, but providing that a commission at a later date would determine some details, such as the name and boundaries of federal entities.

Nepal Government Maoists Divided Over UNMIN Extension
Press Trust of India, March 8, 2010
The Nepalese government and main opposition UCPN(M) have substantial disagreement over whether the mandate of the UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN), which is monitoring the peace process in the country, should be extended.  Maoist Vice Chairman Baburam Bhattarai has indicated that the Maoists support the extension of the UNMIN's term to remain until the peace process is successfully completed.  Deputy Prime Minister Bijaya Gachhadar, however, argues that the UNMIN has not been supportive of the government and its term should not be extended.  The UNMIN’s term expires on May 23.

Minister Says No to Bulk Integration
Himalayan Times, March 13, 2010
Minister for Irrigation Bal Krishna Khand said that the Nepali Congress could not support the plan of bulk integration of Maoist combatants in the Nepali Army (NA).  He said that such a plan may destroy NA’s structure by integrating politically indoctrinated combatants, and suggested that the combatants should rather be rehabilitated as per their capacity and skills.

Somalia 

Somali President Lauds Pact with Sufi Group
Agence France Presse, March 16, 2010
Somali President Sharif Sheikh Ahmed lauded an agreement signed with a faction of the Ahlu Sunna Sufi sect on March 16 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  Some Ahlu Sunna officials, however, including Ahlu Sunna foreign affairs official Sheik Bashir Abdi Olad , are rejecting the deal as not in their interests thus causing divisions within the sect.  Olad explained that “the deal is not inclusive and is pushed by foreign elements and we cannot accept such a nonsensical deal.”  

Somaliland

NEC to Issue New Voter Identification Cards
Somaliland Press, March 10, 2010
The National Electoral Commission (NEC) will be distributing new voter identification cards for upcoming presidential elections.  The new cards are reportedly more secure and should help eliminate fraudulent registrations.  The NEC will not initiate a new voter registration, but the registration database will be cleaned up to reflect accurate voter information.

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Tamil Party Drops Statehood Demand
BBC News, March 14, 2010
The Sri Lankan political party closest to the recently defeated Tamil Tigers, the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), has dropped its demand for a separate Tamil homeland.  Instead the TNA has suggested merging the two Tamil-dominated provinces into one and moving toward a federal system.  They have also suggested self-determination of the Tamil state, as well as shared sovereignty among the people of Sri Lanka.

Sri Lankan Opposition Rejects Fonseka Charges
Associated Press, March 14, 2010
Sarath Fonseka, ex-army chief and recently defeated presidential candidate, will face a court martial on March 16 for violating military procurement procedures and for participating in politics while in office.  On March 14, a Sri Lankan opposition alliance, the Fonseka-led Democratic National Alliance, rejected the charges against Fonseka as politically motivated.  Fonseka plans to contest the recent election results despite being detained.

Sri Lanka Emergency Laws Extended Ahead of Election
BBC News, March 9, 2010
Sri Lanka’s outgoing parliament recently voted to extend Sri Lanka’s emergency laws until after next month’s legislative elections.  The Sri Lanka emergency laws have been in force for most of the last twenty-seven years but were set to expire..  The laws give authorities the power to detain terrorism suspects indefinitely without charge.  The Sri Lankan government says that the laws are necessary to contain remaining Tamil Tiger rebels.

Sudan: Darfur

Sudan and LJM Rebels to Sign Framework Agreement
Sudan Tribune, March 12, 2010
The Liberation and Justice Movement (LJM), a newly formed group of Darfur rebel movements, is expected to sign a framework agreement with the Government of Sudan in Doha next week.  The framework agreement is supposed to be the start of a full round of peace negotiations between the two parties.  The LJM have stated that they can coordinate positions with the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), but rejected JEM's proposal for unification because they have different political orientations.

US Official Says Darfur's Nur Forfeited Peace Opportunity
Sudan Tribune, March 13, 2010
The US Special Envoy to Sudan Scott Gration said that Abdel-Wahid Nur, the leader of the Sudan Liberation Movement Abdel-Wahid rebel movement, had wasted a "historical" opportunity to join the peace process in Doha.  Gration, speaking at a press conference at the US Ambassador's residence in Doha, said that Abdel-Wahid's demand for security in Darfur as a pre-requisite for negotiations was an impediment to the peace process.

US Envoy Pushed for Darfur Peace Deal Before Sudanese Elections
Washington Post, March 10, 2010 
US Special Envoy to Sudan Scott Gration warned that efforts surrounding the Darfur peace negotiations will become less of a priority for the Obama administration as Sudan’s presidential election nears.  According to Gration, “there are going to be a lot of things that are keeping…[the Obama administration] from focusing on Darfur.  That’s why we have this little window where we really need to get the framework solidified.”  Gration explained that after Sudan’s presidential elections, the first in almost twenty-five years, the top priority for the Obama administration will be to focus on the January 2011 referendum for Southern Sudan.

Sudan: Southern Sudan

South Sudan Closes Door on Possible Reschedule of Referendum
Sudan Tribune, March 10, 2010
Southern Sudan President Kiir suggested at the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) summit in Nairobi that the government of Southern Sudan will not accept any delays in the referendum schedule.  Kiir explained that “the conduct of the [national] elections is not a pre-requisite to the conduct of the referendum.”  Kiir also appealed to the IGAD to assist in the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, and recognize and respect the outcome of the 2011 referendum.

EU Kicks Off its Sudan Election Monitoring Mission
Sudan Tribune, March 12, 2010
The EU inaugurated its Election Observation Mission to Sudan, and vowed to diligently monitor for irregularities or fraud.  The mission is comprised of 130 observers from twenty-two EU states, in addition to Norway, Switzerland, and Canada.  The EU Mission will coordinate with the Carter Foundation, which is also involved in election observations.  Additionally, the Russian Special Envoy to Sudan praised Sudan’s cooperation with international observers.  The Finnish Special Envoy to Sudan also called upon the Sudanese parties to conduct a peaceful election.

Sudan Opposition Seeks Poll Delay
Aljazeera, March 14, 2010
A number of Sudan’s opposition leaders met in Khartoum to discuss the April national elections and have called for the elections to be delayed.  The Umma party presidential candidate, Sadiq al-Mahdi, said the elections must be postponed until November to ensure its credibility.  The Sudanese government says the call for delay shows the weakness of the opposition.

Tanzania

Nigeria, Tanzania Parliaments to Collaborate on Development
Leadership Nigeria, March 10, 2010
The Nigerian Senate President, David Mark, and Tanzanian Parliamentary Service Commission Chairman, Dr. Chrisant Mzindakaya, recently announced closer cooperation between the Nigerian and Tanzanian governments.  The two governments will work together in addressing development, health, education, and human rights in the area.  The main objective of the meeting between the governmental leaders was to give the Tanzanian Parliamentary Service Commission members the opportunity to study and learn from the strengths of Nigeria’s National Assembly Service Commission.

EAC, UNHCR Pledge Co-Operation in Refugee Matters
TSN Daily News, March 9, 2010
The East African Community (EAC) and the United Nations Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) signed a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation between the two agencies.  The memorandum covers immigration and refugee management, regulatory regimes affecting the movement of persons, and the protection of forcibly displaced people.  These measures will work to enhance responses to migratory movements of people throughout countries in the sub-region.  The Memorandum will also work to promote human rights, peace building, and developing early warning systems.

US House of Representatives Condemns Murder of Albinos in East Africa
111th Congress, 2d Session, H. Res. 1088, February 22, 2010
Thirty-six members of the U.S. House Representatives submitted a Resolution “recognizing the plight of people with albinism in East Africa and condemning their murder and mutilation.”  The Resolution specifically noted that over the last two years, more than fifty albinos have been murdered and countless others permanently mutilated.  The Resolution calls upon the Tanzanian and Burundi governments to aggressively prosecute and convict the perpetrators, educate East Africans about the realities of albinism, and take forceful action to prevent further violence.

Uganda

MPs Pass ICC Bill
New Vision, March 10, 2010
On March 9, the Parliament past the 2006 ICC Bill which provides for domestic prosecution of international crimes, including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide, as well as for cooperation between Uganda and the ICC.  The Bill, which had been tabled for three years prior to its passage, does not allow use of the death penalty but does protect the immunity of the president.  

Uganda President Says Rebel Chief Likely in Darfur
Agence France Presse, March 11, 2010
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni told reporters he believes that Joseph Kony, the leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), has made his way to the Darfur region in Sudan.  President Museveni stressed that it makes no difference to Uganda whether the government of Sudan supports the rebel group in Sudan.  The Ugandan President emphasized that as long as the Ugandan military is allowed to operate in Southern Sudan, the Central African Republic, and the Congo, there is no chance that the LRA will return.

Army Told to Account for Guns in Teso
New Vision, March 9, 2010
Ugandan government officials are calling on the Ugandan military to make certain that guns given to the Arrow Boys militia to fight the LRA in Teso, Uganda are returned.  According to the officials, only three hundred of the guns provided to the Arrow Boys have been returned.  The guns are being used by the former militia members to settle sex and land disputes.  The government fears that the guns may be used to intimidate people in the upcoming elections.

Zimbabwe

South African President Zuma Heads to Zimbabwe Hoping
Voice of America, March 11, 2010
The Southern African Development Community appointed South African President Zuma to mediate the growing political conflict in Zimbabwe.  The political deadlock peaked when President Mugabe unilaterally redistributed the ministerial powers of portfolios from the Movement for Democratic Change to the Zimbabwe African National Union – Patriotic Front.  President Zuma, along with facilitators, will encourage mediations within the unity government between President Mugabe and Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

Mugabe, Tsvangirai Agree on Zimbabwe’s Black Policy
The Daily Nation, March 13, 2010
President Mugabe and Prime Minister Tsvangirai of Zimbabwe’s unity government have agreed to work together to facilitate black empowerment and indigenization.  Both parties understand the need to balance an increase in local economic participation while encouraging foreign investment to improve the economy.
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