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Burma

Burma’s Suu Kyi Pleased Party Didn’t Register
Associated Press, April 7, 2010
Detained pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, of the National League for Democracy (NLD) party, expressed her approval of her party’s decision not to register for the upcoming 2010 elections.  Suu Kyi considers the laws regulating the upcoming general elections to be unfair and undemocratic. 
 
Sixteen New Political Parties in Burma Seek Registration for Election
Xinhua, April 9, 2010
Sixteen political parties have registered with the Union Election Commission, a new Burmese authority tasked with registering the parties that will participate in the 2010 elections.  Three of the ten political parties that registered for the 1990 elections re-registered with the new commission while the remaining seven parties have until May 6, 2010 to sign up.
 
NLD: “Flag Will Keep Flying”
The Irrawaddy, April 8, 2010
Leaders of the NLD, who will not participate in the upcoming elections, declared that they will not remove the party’s signs and insignia from outside the party's headquarters in Rangoon.  The election law passed by Burma’s military junta officially dissolves any unregistered political parties on May 6.  NLD leaders have responded that it will be up to the military to remove their signs. 

Cameroon: Southern Cameroons

270 Kilometers of the Nigeria-Cameroon Border Yet to Be Demarcated
African Press Agency, April 12, 2010
The International Boundary Director for Nigeria’s National Boundary Commission announced that most of the 2,000-km border between Nigeria and Cameroon has been demarcated.  Following the line identified by the International Court of Justice, the Commission marked the border extending from Lake Chad in the north to the Cross River about 270 km from the coast.  The remaining 270 km remaining will demarcate the controversial Bakassi peninsula region.

Cyprus

Turkish Cypriot President Promises Peace Within Next Year
Turkish Daily News, April 6, 2010
Turkish Cypriot President Mehmet Ali Talat warned that the selection of hard-line Prime Minister Derviş Eroğlu as president of Northern Cyprus will lead to the end of negotiations with Greek Cypriot leaders.  Talat explained that if he is reelected on April 18, he will accelerate the negotiations with Greek Cypriot leader Dimitris Christofias to facilitate reunification.
 
Famagusta a Litmus Test for Turkey
Famagusta Gazette, April 7, 2010
The mayor of Famagusta, Alexis Galanos, stressed that the return of Famagusta to Greek Cypriots is a litmus test for Turkey’s true commitment to a solution of the Cyprus problem.  Speaking at an event in Madrid, Galanos outlined the plight of the town and explained his belief that Greek Cypriots are the legitimate inhabitants of Famagusta.

Georgia

Obama Vows Support for Troubled Saakashvili 
Press TV, April 7, 2010
In a telephone conversation with Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili, President Barack Obama pledged support for Georgian independence and relayed “the strong support of the United States for Georgia's sovereignty and territorial integrity."  Obama is also to meet with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in the coming days to sign a nuclear arms reduction treaty.  

Kenya

Kenya Legal Reforms Dogged by Politicians, Church
Reuters Africa, April 9, 2010
Kenyan politicians and church leaders are threatening to organize a “no” campaign against the draft constitution, which is perceived as a significant step in reconciling ethnic divisions in Kenya’s political sphere.  Politicians oppose the draft’s provisions restricting private land holdings, and feel strongly that the draft should incorporate terms for regional devolution.  Church leaders are opposed to the draft’s abortion provisions.

Kenya: Key Witnesses in Poll Violence Are Flown Out
All Africa, April 9, 2010
According to a civil society official, some of the key witnesses of post-election violence are being flown out of Kenya while others are being protected in safe houses.  He added that seven of these witnesses hold crucial evidence against the masterminds of the post-election violence, and two of the witnesses hold information about how the killings were carried out in the Rift Valley.  The Parliament recently passed a witness protection bill that will soon be handed to Attorney-General Amos Wakos.

Liberia

UNMIL to Maintain Strategic Partnership with Liberia to Preserve Peace
Liberian Times, April 9, 2010
UN Envoy Ellen Margrethe Loj promised that the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) will maintain a partnership with Liberian authorities to preserve peace in the state.  While presenting UN peacekeeping medals to Ukrainian peacekeepers working with UNMIL, Loj urged Liberia to move toward a peaceful and democratic future.
 
World Bank Supports Judiciary, Rule of Law
All Africa, April 8, 2010
The Liberian Judicial Branch recently held a national judicial conference entitled ‘The Judiciary: Cornerstone of Our Democracy’ with funding and logistical support from the World Bank.  The conference, which included judges and magistrates from around Liberia, adopted a resolution calling for the transparent application of the rule of law.  Frances Johnson Morris, a former Minister of Justice, called for more robust punishment of judicial corruption.  The conference also covered topics such as overcrowded dockets, the jury system, human rights, and access to justice.

Morocco 

UN Mission Should Stay in Western Sahara for Extra Year: UN Chief
Agence France Presse, April 12, 2010
A UN report released on April 12 urged the Security Council to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in the Western Sahara (MINURSO) until April 30, 2011.  According to UN Chief Ban Ki-moon, MINURSO plays a key role in overseeing the 1991 ceasefire.  Ban also asked the Security Council to renew its call for both Rabat and the Polisario Front, the Western Sahara’s independence movement, to negotiate in good faith and without preconditions. 

Nepal

President Consults Top Leaders; Advises to Rise Above Party Interest For Timely Constitution
Nepal News, April 5, 2010
Nepali President Ram Baran Yadav met with the chairmen of the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (UCPN(M)) and the Communist Party of Nepal – United Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), and the Nepali Congress (NC) President to discuss his concerns about the peace process and the need for cooperation among the parties to meet the May 28 constitutional drafting deadline.  One of the peace process facilitators said that the leaders agreed to work together to promulgate the constitution by May 28. 

Parties Secretly Agreed for CA Term Extension: Kamal Thapa
Republica, April 8, 2010
Rastriya Prajatantra Party – Nepal (RPP-Nepal) Chairman Kamal Thapa announced that Nepal’s three major parties have plotted to extend the term of the Constituent Assembly.  Thapa said that NC leaders, UCPN(M) leaders, and CPN-UML leaders agreed to push back the deadline, giving the parties additional time to draft the new constitution. 

Special Committee to Confer With Top Leaders as it Fails to Work Out Army Integration Model
Nepal News, April 9, 2010
The Special Committee on Supervision, Integration, and Rehabilitation of Maoist Combatants agreed to meet with the leaders of the UCPN(M), the NC, the CPN-UML, the Madhesi Janadhikar Forum (MJF) party, the MJF-Loktantrik party, and the Terai Madhes Loktantrik Party.  The meetings stem from the Special Committee’s lack of significant progress on the terms of the Maoist combatants’ integration and rehabilitation.

Somaliland

Somaliland: Ghanaian Electoral Chairman Arrives
Somaliland Press, April 11, 2010
Chairman of the Election Commission of Ghana Dr. Kwadwo Afari-gyan, who has occasionally conducted trainings and lectures on elections in various African cities for various organizations, is in Somaliland to train the Somaliland Electoral Team in Hargeisa.  Dr. Afari-gyan is considered to be one of the most experienced individuals in electoral issues and, during his visit to Somaliland, will assess the country's infrastructure.

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka President Pledges Reconciliation, Development
Reuters, April 10, 2010
After the United People’s Freedom Alliance won a legislative majority, Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa promised progress in reconciling differences between the Sinhalese and Tamil ethnic groups.  The US has congratulated President Rajapaksa amid tense relations between the two governments, which have been strained by US calls for investigations into war crimes.  President Rajapaksa is waiting to complete the elections before tackling ethnic reconciliation.   

Sri Lanka’s Tamil’s Freed – But Future Bleak for Those who Backed Tigers
The Guardian, April 5, 2010 
The Sri Lankan government has released the majority of Tamils living in resettlement camps, but is holding individuals who were directly involved with the Tamil Tigers until they are deemed to no longer be a threat.  Fearful that former Tamil Tigers may return to violence if released, the Sri Lankan government is providing job training to those still being held in camps.  The government also hopes that economic growth will help the divided society heal and is planning many large public works projects.  

Sudan: Darfur

Sudan, Darfur Rebels Exchange Blame Over Ceasefire
Reuters, April 5, 2010
The Sudanese government and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), Darfur’s most powerful rebel group, accused each other of breaking the recently signed peace agreement.  According to JEM, the Sudanese Armed Forces bombed JEM’s position for several hours on the morning of April 5.  The Sudanese Armed Forces denied the attacks, and accused JEM of seizing new territory in Darfur in violation of the peace agreement.

Darfur Peace Talks to Resume After Elections - Mediation
Sudan Tribune, April 8, 2010
The AU-UN joint mediation announced that peace talks between the government of Sudan and Darfur's rebels movements will be suspended until after Sudan's general elections.  The government of Sudan had originally urged the rebel groups to conclude peace talks before April 11, when the general elections started, but head mediator Djibril Bassole acknowledged recently that the talks would not be completed by the target date.

JEM Rebels Welcome SPLM Decision to Boycott Elections
Sudan Tribune, April 7, 2010
JEM praised the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM)'s decision to boycott Sudan's general election in the northern part of Darfur, and called on other political parties in Sudan to join the boycott.  Ahmed Hussein Adam, a JEM spokesperson currently involved in the peace negotiations in Doha, stated that JEM welcomed the boycott because it demonstrated that the current elections are not meant to achieve democratic transition in Sudan, but are instead designed to legitimize the rule of President Omar al-Bashir.

Sudan: Southern Sudan

Sudan Starts Historic Vote Amid Confusion, Delays
Reuters, April 11, 2010
The start of Sudan’s first vote in a quarter-century was marked by confusion, delays, and charges of fraud.  Despite the delays and long lines, no major unrest had been reported as of April 11.  President al-Bashir is expected to be reelected as the president of Sudan and Salva Kiir as the president of Southern Sudan, however, the credibility of the elections has been undermined by boycotts of several opposition parties.

Sudan Rebels Want Polling Extended by Four Days 
Times Live, April 11, 2010 
Due to polling irregularities, members of the SPLM have asked that the vote be extended from four to seven days.  According to Samson Kwaje, SPLM leader Salva Kiir’s campaign manager, “there have been a lot of irregularities that we have noticed.  We are asking for an extension of the vote from three to seven days.”  Kwaje explained that the irregularities included polling stations opening late, misplaced ballot boxes, and missing ballot boxes. 

International Parliamentarians Call for Southern Sudan Election Postponement
Voice of America, April 9, 2010
International parliamentarians appealed to the Sudanese government to postpone the elections in order to find an alternative solution that would ensure the participation of opposition groups.  Parliamentarians Network for Conflict Prevention and Human Security Co-Chair Angelika Beer stated that President Bashir's potential reelection is not in the best interests of the continuing Darfur crisis and the upcoming Southern Sudan referendum.  Beer also noted that governments and international organizations that supported the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement are responsible for ensuring its proper implementation.

Uganda

Uganda Claims Capture of LRA Peace Interpreter, 4 Others
Afrique en Ligue, April 7, 2010
The spokesman for the Uganda Peoples’ Defense Forces (UPDF) announced that the UPDF captured Okello Mission Solomon Patrick, a senior officer in the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), on March 31 during a clash with the LRA in Ezzo County, Southern Sudan.  The UPDF spokesman also announced that four other LRA fighters surrendered to the UPDF during the confrontation and would receive amnesty.  Okello asserted that he was not captured by the UPDF, but instead was delivering a message to Ugandan officials that LRA leader Joseph Kony wants to initiate new peace talks.  

Uganda Enlists Former Rebels to End a War
New York Times, April 10, 2010
Former LRA fighters have joined the UPDF and are being sent to the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Southern Sudan to find and stop the LRA.  UPDF officers and Human Rights Watch have applauded the professionalism and hard work of the former LRA fighters.

Fierce Debate Over U.S. Bill to Support Uganda Military
Black Voice News, April 5, 2010
Some non-governmental organizations have criticized the Senate-approved LRA Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act, which requires the US to intensify efforts to dismantle the LRA.  Human Rights Focus, a Northern Uganda-based non-governmental organization, and the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative do not support a military strategy.  Instead, they seek a non-violent resolution to the conflict that will foster sustainable peace in the region.

Zimbabwe

South Africans Continue Trying to Broker Sustainable Zimbabwe Power-Sharing Deal
Voice of America, April 6, 2010
Representatives of South African President Jacob Zuma are expected to return to Zimbabwe next week to resume mediating talks between Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, of the Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), and Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai, of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), over top government appointments.  Mugabe and Tsvangirai are in a deadlock over the appointments for the head of the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe and the Office of the Attorney General.
 
Zimbabwean President Mugabe Snubs Visiting US Congressman Payne
Voice of America, April 9, 2010
President Mugabe reportedly refused to meet with US Representative Donald Payne, head of the African subcommittee of the House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee, during Payne’s two-day visit to Zimbabwe.  Mugabe is presumed to harbor resentment over President Obama’s re-engagement with Prime Minister Tsvangirai and maintenance of travel and financial sanctions against Mugabe and his inner circle.  Payne did meet with Tsvangirai and civil society leaders in order to review political and economic progress. 
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