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A judge at the United Nations war crimes tribunal in The Hague has ordered an independent inquiry into complaints by defense witnesses and associates of the Serbian nationalist leader Vojislav Seselj, that investigators working for the prosecution in the past had pressured or intimidated witnesses for Mr. Seselj. Mr. Seselj, a former leader of the Serbian Radical Party, surrendered to the court in 2003 to face charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity in the former Yugoslavia. He has frequently disrupted proceedings and threatened the court while acting as his own lawyer. Although the trial is continuing, Mr. Seselj was recently sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment for contempt of court and revealing the names of protected witnesses. 
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