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At Least 200 Die in Nigeria Clashes 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOS, Nigeria (Reuters) — More than 200 bodies have been brought to the main mosque in Jos in central Nigeria after ethnic and religious clashes, and the final death toll is likely to be higher, the Red Cross said Saturday.

A senior Nigerian Red Cross official who spoke on the condition of anonymity said that 218 bodies were lying in the main mosque here awaiting burial. 

“There are many other bodies in the streets,” the official said. That death toll did not include hospital figures, victims already buried, or those taken to other places of worship, meaning the final count could be much higher, officials said.

About 7,000 people fled their homes and were being sheltered in government buildings and religious centers, the Red Cross said.

The authorities extended a curfew and ordered the army to shoot on sight on Saturday to stop more clashes. The governor of Plateau State, of which Jos is the capital, imposed a 24-hour curfew on neighborhoods of the city that have been racked by violence in which rival gangs burned churches and mosques, forcing thousands to flee their homes.

Gunfire and explosions heard early in the morning died down, and many streets in the city, which lies at the crossroads between Nigeria’s mostly Muslim north and mostly Christian south, were deserted as the military patrolled.

The clashes between gangs of Muslims and Christians were set off by a disputed local government chairmanship election.

Residents said people of the Hausa ethnic group began protesting Friday after rumors spread that their candidate, from the All Nigerian Peoples Party, had lost to the federal governing People’s Democratic Party.

Hundreds were killed in ethnic and religious street fighting in Jos in 2001. The tensions in Plateau have their roots in decades of resentment by indigenous minority groups, mostly Christian or animist, toward migrants and settlers, many of the Muslims, from the Hausa-speaking north.

Unrest in the state has in the past led to reprisal attacks and tit-for-tat killings among groups in other areas of the country. 
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