As Arms Meeting Looms, Russia Offers Carrot of Sharp Cuts
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MOSCOW — President Dmitri A. Medvedev said Saturday that Russia was prepared to carry out significant reductions in its nuclear arsenal as part of its continuing arms control negotiations with the United States, which are to culminate here in a summit meeting with President Obama next month.

His comments were among the clearest yet by Russia outlining its position on arms control.

But Mr. Medvedev, issuing a warning in advance of the summit meeting, also reiterated Russian objections to an antimissile system proposed by the United States. He indicated that it had to be scrapped for the two countries to make any progress on arms control.

Negotiators for the United States and Russia have met several times already to hammer out a successor to the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, or Start, which expires Dec. 5.

The Obama administration has said that coming to an agreement is a cornerstone of its effort to improve the United States’ relations with Russia, which turned contentious toward the end of the Bush administration.

On a visit to Amsterdam, Mr. Medvedev said at a news conference that Russia was committed to “real and effectively verifiable” arms control reduction.

“We are ready to cut our strategic delivery vehicles by several times compared with the Start I treaty,” he said.

He said the number of deployed nuclear warheads should be well below those in an interim agreement signed in 2002 by President George W. Bush and Vladimir V. Putin, Russia’s president at the time and its current prime minister.

That arrangement requires each country to cut its arsenal to fewer than 2,200 deployed warheads by 2012.

Officials said they expected any new agreement to push that figure to 1,500 apiece or fewer.

Later on Saturday, the Kremlin released a statement from Mr. Medvedev that emphasized that Russia would not move forward if the United States did not cancel its plan for an antimissile system based in Poland and the Czech Republic.

“The reductions that we are suggesting are possible only if the United States addresses Russian concerns,” he said. “In any event, the issue of the relationship between strategic offensive and defensive weapons should be clearly laid out in the treaty.”

The antimissile plan was proposed by the Bush administration, which said it was intended to respond to threats from countries like Iran, and was not aimed at Russia. But the Kremlin has called such assertions hollow.

The Obama administration has said it is reviewing the antimissile system, and it has not officially embraced it.

At the news conference, Mr. Medvedev said that under President Bush, ties between Russia and the United States had suffered “corrosion.”

“I hope that with the advent of the new administration, the relationship will take on a new form — more favorable, more trusting,” Mr. Medvedev said.
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