Confirmation of charges hearing begins tomorrow in Mbarushimana case 15 Sep 2011 

Accused Rwandan rebel leader Callixte Mbarushimana will appear before the ICC, accused of plotting the murder, rape, and torture of Congolese civilians in 2009 
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Callixte Mbarushimana, a 48 year old former UN computer technician originally from Rwanda, is accused of five counts of crimes against humanity (murder, torture, rape, inhumane acts and persecution) and six counts of war crimes (attacks against the civilian population, destruction of property, murder, torture, rape and inhuman treatment) allegedly committed in the eastern Kivu Provinces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 2009. He is accused of acting as the Executive Secretary of the Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du Rwanda (FDLR), a notorious Hutu militia, since July 2007. 

Mbarushimana and his fellow senior FDLR leaders Ignace Murwanashyaka, who is currently on trial in Germany, and Sylvestre Mudacumbura are alleged to have planned a "human catastrophe" in the Nord and Sud Kivu in an attempt to seize political power, and the FDLR committed heinous crimes including rape, murder and burning down homes, in the midst of clashes with both the Congolese and Rwandan armies.

Mbarushimana moved to France following alleged involvement in the 1994 Rwandan genocide – he is also wanted in Rwanda on murder charges – and was granted refugee status in 2003. He is alleged to have “directed or helped to direct” the violence in Kivu from his home in Paris. Mbarushimana was arrested in Paris in October and transferred to the Hague. He made his first appearance at the ICC in January where he
denied the charges against him.

The hearings take place from 16 to 21 September and the Office of the Prosecutor will have to show Pre-Trial Chamber I, composed of Presiding Judge Sanji Mmasenono Monageng (Botswana), Judge Sylvia Steiner (Brazil) and Judge Cuno Tarfusser (Italy), that they have enough evidence to proceed to trial.

© 2005-2011 The Hague Justice Portal.
