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There are still some people harboring genocide tendencies even after 17 years of massive sensitization campaigns to promote national unity, a senior official of the National Commission in Charge of fighting against Genocide and its ideology in Rwanda (CNLG) has said.

CNLG executive secretary Jean De Dieu Mucyo said that most of these people live in foreign countries where they base to propagate their ideology with the aim of destabilizing the country.

Some of those who still harbor this thinking that caused the killing of about one million people in the country in 1994, have been arrested. He referred The Rwanda Focus to the Police for figures, but Police spokesman Theos Badege could not provide the number of people held in connection with this. He promised to link up with the CID for the figures but couldn't get the statistics for two weeks.

Mucyo however said that the number of people still harboring genocide ideology in the Rwandan society had fallen in recent years, thanks to the CNLG's efforts.

The commission that was established in 2007 has been sensitizing and mobilizing the local communities, inmates and school children in the country on the dangers of harboring genocide ideology. The commission also teaches Rwandans how to fight this dangerous thinking.

Currently, the biggest challenge faced by the commission is what it terms as genocide denial and revisionism by some scholars and those who perpetrated the ideology. The proponents of this residing in foreign capitals and do it with intentions to slide back Rwandans into genocide tendencies.

However, Mucyo was confident that with the cooperation existing between the government of Rwanda and the International community these revisionists can't achieve their ill-intentions.

CNLG was established to prevent and fight against genocide, its ideology and handling of its consequences.

In 2001 when genocide tendencies were still evident in the Rwandan society as indicated by the systematic targeting of survivors of the 1994 genocide being targeted by those who committed the atrocities, the government devised measures to ensure that survivors are well protected.

Asked whether survivors were still being killed and harassed like in the past, Mucyo said that the situation had changed for the better although there was still much to be done. "The government has done a lot to ensure the security of all Rwandans, including the survivors of genocide who are now embraced by their communities, not like in the past when they were being isolated in some places," he said.

He said that there is still a long way to go because there were still some people who use inciting language, intended to hurt survivors in some places. According to the Senate report of 2007, between 2001 and 2006 more than 550 people were arrested in connection with genocide Ideology. Out of the 550 suspects, about 200 were tried and punished for the crime while some were released because of uncompleted files and lack of evidence.

While addressing an international conference on abolition or moratorium on execution of the death penalty in Kigali recently, President Paul Kagame said that the country had managed to heal faster due to reforms in the legal regime such as abolition of the death penalty.

"Rwandans have achieved a degree of unity and reconciliation; unimaginable just a decade and a half ago because a culture of forgiveness - not vengeance - has taken root," he said.
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