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Burma

Nobel Winners Push for Burma Regime to Face Court
Reuters, March 3, 2010
Two Nobel Peace Prize winners, Shirin Ebadi and Jody Williams, met with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to urge the referral of Burma’s military leaders to the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity. The laureates were impacted by twelve stories they heard at the International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women of Burma describing acts of sexual violence, forced labor, imprisonment, torture, and forced relocation.

Troop Buildup Continues as BGF Deadline Passes 
The Irrawaddy, March 4, 2010
The Burmese government is deploying nearly 70,000 troops in Shan State in order to meet the more than 30,000 troops of the United Wa State Army (UWSA).  The troops are meant to provide support in the event hostilities break out over the regime's Border Guard Force (BGF) plan.  The BGF plan requires armed groups in Burma, such as the UWSA, to reconstitute their forces as part of a BGF.

Chinese Officials Visit Naypyidaw
The Irrawaddy, March 5, 2010
Wang Jairui, the head of the International Liaison Department of the Communist Party of China’s Central Committee, met with Burma’s leader General Thein Sein.  The parties discussed cooperation on energy projects involving hydroelectric power and the role of such in the development of the Burmese economy, but did not discuss potential instability along their shared border.

Cyprus

Cyprus Talks Continue Today
Famagusta Gazette, March 4, 2010
Republic of Cyprus President Demetris Christofias and Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat met on March 4 to continue the framework negotiation process.  At their previous meeting on February 24, the two leaders discussed the economy.

Dismay Greets ECHR Ruling
Cyprus Mail, March 7, 2010
The Greek Cypriot government and all its political parties conveyed disappointment concerning the decision by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) to recognize the Immovable Property Commission as an effective remedial mechanism available to individuals who have lost property in northern Cyprus since the commencement of Turkey’s military presence on the island.  Government spokesman Stefanos Stefanou indicated that the ECHR decision was wrong, but would be respected.

Downer Hails Erdogan’s “Positive Remarks”
Cyprus Mail, March 5, 2010
Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan made statements conveying Turkey’s support for a Cyprus solution that included a bizonal, bicommunal federation with political equality and a single international personality.   UN convoy Alexander Downer praised these statements as very significant and indicated that they improved the climate of the ongoing intensive negotiations between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders. Downer went so far as to call Erdogan’s supportive statements the most important action from Turkey with respect to Cyprus in a long time.

Georgia

EU, Georgia Reach Accord on Opening Up Aviation Markets
RTT News, March 5, 2010
The Comprehensive Air Services Agreement, reached on March 5 between the Republic of Georgia and the European Union (EU), will open the parties’ aviation markets to each other.  The agreement signals the strengthening of ties between the EU and Georgia, and will allow the lifting of existing restrictions on the number of flights and their frequency and costs.

Georgia and Russia Re-Open Land Border Crossing
Reuters, March 1, 2010
The Republic of Georgia and Russia have reopened the only direct border crossing between the two states despite ongoing tensions.  The crossing links Russia with Georgia through the Caucasus Mountains.

Kashmir 

India Open to Pakistan Talks, Wants ‘Terror’ Controlled
Agence France Presse, March 5, 2010
A day after Pakistani officials put forward a road map for reviving talks with India, the Indian government announced that, while it is open to talks with Pakistani officials, no meaningful progress in the talks can be made until the Pakistani government controls terrorists within Pakistan’s borders.  During their talks last week in New Delhi, the fist since the suspension of peace talks following the deadly 2008 Mumbai attacks, Pakistani and Indian officials agreed to continue the talks but made no progress on divisive issues such as the disputed region of Kashmir.  

Kenya

ICC Prosecutor: Leaders Fueled Kenya Violence
Reuters Africa, March 3, 2010
ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo told ICC pre-trial judges that senior political and business leaders from the Party of National Unity and the Orange Democratic Movement organized and funded the 2008 post-election violence.  A confidential list identifying twenty individuals bearing the greatest responsibilities for the post-election crimes was also filed with the judges.

Threats After Kenya’s Vote Violence Derail Justice
Associated Press, March 5, 2010
According to the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, human rights activists in Kenya are being threatened by government security agencies that are sometimes entrusted with protecting the activists. The Commission on Human Rights said that threats against activists as well as threats against victims of violence have increased since ICC Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo began investigating post-election violence.  Human rights activists are concerned that these threats could hinder the pursuit of justice for the victims of the 2007-2008 post-election violence.

Kiplagat Abandons Tough Talks
All Africa, March 5, 2010
During a speech at a Kenya Youth Development Trust conference, the Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission chairman said that he would seek forgiveness for any wrongdoing.  He added that it is important for Kenyans to “stop wasting time on enmity and build an atmosphere of truth, justice, and reconciliation.”  

Nagorno-Karabakh

Armenia Responds to “Updated” Karabakh Peace Plan
Azatutyun, March 4, 2010
Armenia has submitted proposals to the modified peace agreement put forward by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s Minsk Group, which is mediating the conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh region between Armenia and Azerbaijan.  Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister said that Azerbaijan had accepted the modified agreement with the exception of some provisions.  

Turkey Says US Genocide Vote Endangers Caucasus Peace
Reuters, March 5, 2010
In spite of US President Barack Obama’s attempt to stop the resolution, the US House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee passed a resolution to describe the killing of Armenians in 1915 by Ottoman Turks as genocide.  Turkish Foreign Affairs Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and the Azeri Parliament warned that the resolution could hinder the Turkish Parliament from ratifying the protocols that would normalize relations with Armenia and pave the way for a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Nepal

Constitutional Committee Calls Emergency Meeting
Nepal News, March 7, 2010
The Constituent Assembly’s Constitutional Committee (CC) called an emergency meeting to discuss the drafting of the new constitution.  The CC failed to meet a recent deadline for completion of the constitution’s first draft.  Critical issues such as the federalist state structure and the forms of the legislature and judiciary remained unresolved.

Maoist Row Settlement Must for Statute, Prime Minister Tells Girija Prasad Koirala
Himalayan Times, March 6, 2010
At a meeting with Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist) (CPN-UML) President Jhala Nath Khanal and Nepali Congress President Girija Prasad Koirala, Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal said that it would be impossible to adopt the new constitution by the May 28 deadline without bringing the peace process to a substantial conclusion.  Nepal asked Koirala to
take in good faith the Maoist leadership’s claims concerning the number of UN-verified combatants remaining to be integrated into the state security forces.

Nepal Maoists Must Shun Violence to Head Coalition
Press Trust of India, March 3, 2010
K.P. Sharma Oli, the leader of the CPN-UML, indicated the CPN-UML would only support and participate in a government led by the Maoists if the Maoists meet three conditions: (1) avoid using violence, (2) act constitutionally, and (3) dismantle their paramilitary groups.  These comments came in the context of warnings from former Maoist combatants that they would prevent the promulgation of the new constitution if the Maoists were not permitted to lead the coalition government.

Philippines

MILF Looks for Interim Agreement With the Philippines
Malaysian National News Agency, March 4, 2010
After a day-long peace talk in Malaysia between the government of the Philippines and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the facilitator of the talk, Datuk Othman Abd Razak, said that MILF wants to enter into an interim peace agreement before the end of President Gloria Arroyo’s term in office, or possibly even before the May 10 presidential elections.  Othman noted that the Philippines government has yet to make a counterproposal to the MILF offer, but that the interim proposal is a very positive step towards preserving any positive gains made in the peace talks for the new government.

Peace Monitors Return to Southern Philippines
BBC, March 1, 2010
A delegation of largely Malaysian peace monitors returned to the province of Mindanao to monitor a ceasefire agreement between the government of the Philippines and the MILF.  According to the government of the Philippines, the presence of the peace monitors signals that the peace talks are back on track.  In February, MILF officials rejected a power-sharing peace deal on the grounds that the government was not granting them enough autonomy in the deal.  Currently, the rebels and the government hope to reach an agreement by April.

Philippines Warns Terror Threat Remains Despite Arrests
Asia One News, March 5, 2010
Despite a crackdown on militant cells and a series of high profile arrests, the Philippine military warns that Islamic militants still pose a serious treat to the state.  Jemaah Islamiyah members are believed to be hiding in southern Philippines, and there may be as many as 400 Abu Sayyaf members.  These groups are thought to have ties with Al-Qaeda.

Somaliland

Somalia Says no to Somaliland’s Recognition Bid
Garowe Online, March 5, 2010
Abdiwahid Elmi Omar, Somalia’s Minister of Energy and Petroleum for the Transitional Federal Government, described Somaliland as a regional authority formed in a country and stated that no county would recognize Somaliland an independent state.  According to Omar, “the Federal Somali government is responsible for the affairs of the whole country and the existence regional authorities (Somaliland and Puntland) are part of it.”  Omar also explained that the UN-backed Somali government is the only entity with authority to sign agreements with foreign companies, and the officials in Somaliland and Puntland have no authority to do so.

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Leader Rejects UN Panel on Rights Abuses
Associated Press, March 6, 2010
Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa rejected the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s plan to appoint a panel of experts to determine the Sri Lankan government’s accountability for abuses committed during Sri Lanka’s recently-ended civil war. The government of Sri Lanka has gained increasing criticism for not investigating abuses committed during the thirty year civil war, including criticisms from UN Human Rights Chief Navi Pillay.  

Sri Lanka Extends Emergency Rule
Agence France Presse, March 2, 2010
Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa extended a state of emergency ahead of next month’s parliamentary polls, giving sweeping authority to police and troops. The strict laws were scheduled to expire, but the President used his executive powers to extend them another month. Because the parliament must ratify the President’s extension of the state of emergency within ten days, this action also led to the reinstatement of Sri Lankan Parliament, which was dissolved last month.

Sri Lankan Opposition Leader on Hunger Strike 
Associated Press, March 7, 2010
Sarath Fosenka, Sri Lanka’s former army chief, who is now being detained after losing a presidential election to President Mahinda Rajapaksa, began a hunger strike March 7 after being denied the use of a telephone.  Fosenka will face a court martial for alleged offenses committed prior to relinquishing command of the army last year.  The alleged offenses include conspiracy to overthrow the government and receiving kickbacks from arms deals.  Only his wife, doctors, and lawyer are allowed to visit him where he is being detained in Colombo.  Fosenka had previously been allowed to use phones brought to him by his wife, but that allowance was rescinded on March 6.

Sudan: Darfur

Darfur Rebels Threaten to Quit Peace Talks
Reuters Africa, March 3, 2010
The Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) threatened to walk out of peace talks on March 3 if pushed toward signing agreements with other rebel movements.  Khalil Ibrahim, the leader of JEM, said that the Sudanese government’s plans to sign deals with the Liberation and Justice Movement (LJM) would undermine JEM’s position as the sole negotiator for Darfur.  Sayed Sharif, a member of the LJM, said that most groups do not want to be a part of JEM and that JEM’s position does not represent the interests of all Darfuris.

Darfur Peace Talks Threatened; Clashes Continue
Voice of America, March 3, 2010
The Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM)-al Nur reported that the Sudanese army has been attacking its stronghold in Darfur’s Jabel Marra region.  The Sudanese army denies participating in the attacks, yet the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan has confirmed that attacks between government and rebel forces occurred.  Analysts suggested that the Sudanese government is attempting to pressure the SLM leader Abdel Wahid to engage in peace talks.

ICC Chief: Sudan’s Bashir ‘Will Face Justice’
Reuters Africa, March 4, 2010
ICC President Judge Sang-hyun Song dismissed criticism concerning the ICC’s failure to apprehend President Bashir for crimes against humanity.  He noted that people originally laughed when the court issued arrest warrants for Slobodan Milosevic and Charles Taylor, but the court took less than three years to apprehend both.  Scott Gration, the US special envoy for Sudan, said that justice for Darfur is an essential part of securing peace in the region, and that he supports efforts to ensure that Bashir goes in front of the court.

Sudan: Southern Sudan

Taha, Kiir to Represent NCP and SPLM in Kenya’s IGAD Summit
Sudan Tribune, March 7, 2010
Southern Sudan President Salva Kiir and Sudan Vice President Ali Osman Taha will represent the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) and National Congress Party (NCP), respectively, in an extraordinary summit of the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development in Nairobi.  The purpose of the summit is to discuss implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and to reconcile the differences between the SPLM and the NCP with respect to the CPA.

Significant Efforts Made to Help Sudanese Vote, Says IOM Official
Voice of America, March 7, 2010
The International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) Head of Mission in Sudan says that authorities and other NGOs in the region are making considerable efforts to help internally displaced persons (IDPs) vote in the upcoming April elections.  In the South, the IOM is providing non-food items to newly displaced persons and conducting population tracking and village assessment programs to plan for assistance in areas that will face increased pressure by population movements.  Other organizations are also assisting in educating Sudanese IDPs about the upcoming elections.

Russian Envoy to Visit Sudan with Businessmen, MPs
Sudan Tribune, March 7, 2010
Russia’s Special Envoy to Sudan, Mikhail Margelov, is scheduled to begin a four-day trip to Sudan on March 9.  His delegation will include businessmen and parliamentarians, pursuant to Moscow’s indication of its desire to strengthen private sector relations between the two states.  During his visit, the Envoy will hold talks with state officials concerning bilateral relations between the two states in addition to other developments in Sudan.  The Envoy will also speak with the head of the National Elections Commission, civil society leaders, and political leaders about the upcoming election.

Uganda

UPDF Spokesman Responds to Proposed US LRA Disarmament Bill
East African, March 1, 2010
Responding to the push in the US to pass the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) Disarmament Bill, a spokesman for the Ugandan Peoples’ Defense Force (UPDF) indicated that the proposed military assistance perhaps comes too late.  “Military action should have come way back in 2003,” he said.  Moreover, the proposed multilateral campaign against the LRA seems contrary to the current phase of UPDF operations aimed at eliminating the remnants of the LRA.  Rather than renewed fighting, the UPDF is using radio and other media to try to encourage LRA members, who remain at large, to take advantage of a general amnesty.

Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe PM Announces Re-Election Bid
Yahoo News, March 7, 2010
Zimbabwean Prime Minister and leader of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), Morgan Tsvangirai, have announced that he will run for re-election in Zimbabwe’s 2011 national elections.  Tsvangirai has asked for peacekeepers to be deployed to Zimbabwe to prevent the intimidation of voters.  President Robert Mugabe has also announced that he will run for re-election.

Zimbabwe PM Tsvangirai’s MDC Assesses ‘Deteriorating’ Political Climate
Voice of America News, March 4, 2010
Senior officials of the MDC party met to discuss the political situation in Zimbabwe and talks with President Robert Mugabe over power-sharing.  The agenda for the meeting featured the discussion of increased political violence and stalled talks.  Though officials refused to comment on any outcome, they did say that the political climate in Zimbabwe is deteriorating.

Zimbabwe’s White Farmers Plan to Seize Government Property
Telegraph, March 7, 2010
Farmers who have been evicted from their lands by the Zimbabwean government have announced that they will begin seizing Zimbabwe government-owned property in South Africa as compensation.  Lawyers for the farmers claim that since Zimbabwe refuses to compensate the farmers for their lost property, they are justified in seizing the property.  The Southern African Development Community’s tribunal ruled that the farmers can take action against Zimbabwe in South Africa.  The lawyers have identified eleven properties that can be seized in Cape Town.

WORTH READING

Zimbabwe: Political and Security Challenges to the Transition
International Crisis Group, March 3, 2010
This International Crisis Group briefing analyses the situation resulting from the Global Political Agreement (GPA), which broke the stalemate following failed 2008 presidential elections and led to formation of the unity government in February 2009. It concludes that all domestic signatories of the GPA, as well as the South African mediation, must embrace democratic transformation as the vital objective of the transition.
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