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Is Sudan Collapsing Into War at Abyei?

By Nicholas D. Kristof
One of the great foreign policy risks right now is that Sudan’s north-south war will start up again. The last round of that war killed more than 2 million people, and the next round would be just as deadly. My fear is that the Darfur conflict will be remembered just as the prologue to an even bloodier war that engulfs all of Sudan.

If so, the war will start in Abyei, a dusty little town not far from Darfur. I visited Abyei in February and wrote about the tensions there. Now the tensions have erupted in fighting, and the market place whose picture tops the column has been completely destroyed. At least 30,000 people (more than 100,000 by some counts) have fled, after heavy fighting with machine guns and mortars, as well as bombing by the northern side. These internally-displaced people will be dying in large numbers unless they get food and shelter soon.

The U.S. and international community can still try to contain the fighting — otherwise, we may soon have a civil war in Sudan that will disrupt the entire region. The Enough Project, which fights genocide, has excellent research on Abyei and Sudan, as well as good recommendations for policy-makers. Roger Winter, who has written several of the Enough reports, emailed me to say: “Abyei no longer exists as such. It is entirely devoid of population; its houses and markets burned to the ground.”
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