Peacekeepers slam Sudan for "excessive" Darfur raid 
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(Re-leads with UN condemnation, adds quotes, details) By Andrew Heavens 

KHARTOUM, Aug 26 (Reuters) - International peacekeepers criticised Sudan on Tuesday for using "excessive, disproportionate" force in a raid on a camp for displaced persons in Darfur that left more than 30 dead. 

The unusually harsh statement from the joint U.N./African Union UNAMID peacekeepers accused Khartoum of breaking a Darfur peace agreement by using guns against displaced people armed mostly with "sticks, knives, and spears". 

Armed Sudanese police and soldiers raided South Darfur's Kalma camp in the early hours of Monday morning, claiming they were searching for weapons and suspected rebels and bandits. 

Sudan state media published a statement from South Darfur state's Security Committee saying armed camp residents had started the shooting, and that police had been forced to fire back. The statement insisted only five police and seven residents had been injured in the clashes. 

But Darfur rebel leaders and Kalma residents told Reuters the Sudanese forces opened fire on people in the camp, then continued to build up their forces around the settlement on Tuesday. 

Kalma, home to 90,000 people forced out of their homes by fighting in west Sudan's desert Darfur region since rebellion broke out more than five years ago, has long been a flashpoint. 

Sudanese authorities have launched a number of failed attempts to seize arms from the camp in the past, claiming rebels and bandits use it as a base. 

Camp residents and Darfur rebels have accused the government of trying to clear the camp to force residents to return to their homes under a government resettlement plan. 

BURYING DEAD 

UNAMID spokesman Noureddine Mezni, said peacekeepers had so far helped residents bury the bodies of 31 people who died in the raid, and another two who died in hospital afterwards. 

The UNAMID statement said it "strongly condemns the excessive, disproportionate use of lethal force by the GoS (Government of Sudan) security forces against civilians, which violated their human rights and resulted in unacceptable casualties". 

It said Sudanese forces claimed armed groups inside the camp had opened fire first, using camp residents as a "human shield", and acknowledged the authorities were right to be concerned about the presence of weapons in Kalma. 

But the statement added the "lethal force" used in the arms raid was still "a clear violation of the Darfur Peace Agreement" - the faltering deal signed between Khartoum and one rebel faction in 2006. 

UNAMID officers at the scene had received unconfirmed reports that at total of 64 people had been killed and 117 wounded in the clash. 

Aid group Médecins Sans Frontières said it managed to evacuate 49 people suffering from gunshot wounds to hospital in nearby Nyala. 

Ahmed Abdel Shafie, leader of a rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)faction, said many other casualties were still in the camp. 

He claimed government forces had blocked the road out of the camp. "There is no one going in or out. The situation is very bad with the rains, and food is running out. They are surrounding the camp." 

Sudan's state SUNA news agency reported police "met with strong resistance from the instigated and mobilized displaced citizens who were incited to put barricades and to move in the streets." 

The raid came at a highly sensitive time in Darfur after the International Criminal Court moved to indict President Omar Hassan al-Bashir for genocide in the remote western region. 

Darfur rebels, who back the ICC move, have accused Khartoum of carrying out a string of attacks and bombings in the region in an attempt to gain territory before negotiations with the new joint U.N.-African Union mediator for Darfur Djibril Bassole. 

International experts say 200,000 people have been killed and more than 2.5 million driven from their homes by the fighting in Darfur. Khartoum puts the death count at 10,000. 

© 2008 Reuters

_1281697647.unknown

