Chinese president backs efforts to overcome ICC move against Sudan’s Bashir
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August 31, 2008 (KHARTOUM) —Chinese President Hu Jintao has stressed his country’s support to Sudan to overcome International Criminal Court (ICC) move against the Sudanese president through political and diplomatic efforts

Sudanese President Omer Hassan Al-Bashir received on Sudan at his office in the presidential palace a message from his Chinese counterpart handed by the visiting special envoy to Sudan, Zhai Jun. The meeting was attended by Ali Karti, the state minister for foreign affairs.

Hu Jintao, expressed his appreciation for the efforts made by the Sudanese government during the last period to strengthen the peace process in Darfur, the official SUNA reported.

He invited the international community to support Sudan’s efforts in this direction .

Human rights groups frequently accused China of supplying arms to Sudan for use in Darfur, in breach of a UN arms embargo and produced photographs of Chinese weapons in Darfur. Beijing also criticized for its diplomatic support to prevent international sanctions on Khartoum.

However, it didn’t oppose the UN Security Council decision to refer Darfur crimes to the International Criminal Court. But it supports the African Union effort to suspend the prosecution of the Sudanese president.

For his part, the President Bashir expressed his appreciation to China’s position and the role it has been playing with various parties and within the U.N. Security Council and General Assembly to address the issue of Darfur and overcome the negative effects.

The Chinese envoy told reporters after the meeting that Jintao’s letter addressed bilateral cooperation and friendship between Beijing and Khartoum, which have many common interests of both countries

He added that the letter referred to the political developments in Sudan especially the ICC proceedings against the Sudanese president.

The envoy stressed the need to focus on regional and international efforts to promote lasting peace in Darfur and address all the security and humanitarian situations created by the state of instability instead of attempting to obstruct these steps.

He said that the movements of his country and consultations with other countries and regional or international organizations aimed at explaining its consistent position towards the peace process in Darfur, the need to support it and not to take any action that hampers or adversely affect them.

He also pointed to the need to focus, during the coming stage, on efforts to negotiate with the rebel movements and strengthening of national process to achieve peace in Darfur.
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