Solving Sudan

New Dutch ambassador is optimistic
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Trying to smoke out a hornet's nest without getting stung. That about sums up the near-impossible task the international community has set itself in trying to find peaceful solutions for Sudan's numerous conflicts. 

The Netherlands is playing an important role in all this: working on efforts to end the Darfur crisis and make sure that the North and the South don't go back to war - and sending millions of euros of aid money. 

	


Norbert Braakhuis is the new Dutch ambassador to Sudan. He's keen to stress that The Netherlands wants to be seen as the honest broker. 

"We always have tried to be even-handed in our approach. Poverty is not necessarily very much lower in the South than in the North. It is a national problem, the development in Sudan has been generated over the centuries and it will not be solved overnight just because there is oil in the country".

Arbitration
A few months ago, fighting broke out between troops from the North and the South in Sudan's principal oil city: Abyei. Instead of plunging the whole region into all-out war, this dispute is now before the International Court of Arbitration, in The Hague. A diplomatic success, thanks in part to the Dutch. 

But is this enough to save the whole comprehensive peace process between the North and the South, known as the CPA? The Sudanese minister of Foreign Affairs Deng Alor visited the Netherlands at the weekend. And he certainly thinks so:

"We looked at the CPA as a model that could be used to resolve other problems in the Sudan particularly, the problem with Darfur; not exactly copying what is already there but taking into consideration the general outline of the comprehensive agreement. We think it is positive and can serve as a model for peace."Darfur
And then there is Darfur. Clashes have been been reported at the weekend, involving rebels and government troops. Is this a dire situation that's making a turn for the worse? Not according to the Sudanese minister:

"We also discuss the security situation surrounding the internally displaced people in Darfur. We focus mainly on the recent attack on the Kahman displaced camp. The government of Sudan has formed a team to investigate the incident".

But in spite of all this rather upbeat noise, Sudan's in for a rough time. Within three years, the people in the South will decide if they want to go it alone - and if they can take their oil money with them. 

Genocide charge
But more immediately, there looms the International Criminal Court. In the next few weeks, the ICC will decide on Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo's request to issue a warrant for the arrest of Sudan's president Omar al Bashir. He's been charged with genocide. Will that not seriously undermine whatever peace process there is in Sudan and indeed the Dutch role as the honest broker? Norbert Braakhuis does not think so. 

"I think honestly the result has to wait until the judge has given his pronouncement. It is not up to us to decide what the substance is. We have to guarantee the neutrality. The legitimacy is very important there. I think first of all, we are in a waiting mood. Nobody wants renewed violence in Sudan. Whatever happens, we do have a collective responsibility to put everything into place to prevent things slippery back into previous mood."So Norbert Braakhuis, the new Dutch ambassador to Sudan, is sounding optimistic - but very cautious, too.
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